
Project Blue Book was the code name for the systematic study of unidentified flying objects by the United States Air 

Force from March 1952 to its termination on December 17, 1969. The project, headquartered at Wright-Patterson Air 

Force Base, Ohio, was initially directed by Captain Edward J. Ruppelt and followed projects of a similar nature such 
as Project Sign established in 1947, and Project Grudge in 1948. Project Blue Book had two goals, namely, to determine if 
UFOs were a threat to national security, and to scientifically analyze UFO-related data.
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Started as Project Sign in 19481.
Became Project Grudge in 19492.
Became Project Bluebook in 19523.
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Project Sign was an official U.S. government study of unidentified flying objects (UFOs) undertaken by the United States Air 

Force (USAF) and active for most of 1948. It was the precursor to Project Grudge.

From <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Sign> 

The project was established in 1948 by Air Force General Nathan Farragut Twining, head of the Air Technical Service 
Command, and was initially named Project SAUCER.[1] The goal of the project was to collect, evaluate, and distribute within the 
government all information relating to UFO sightings, on the premise that they might represent a national security concern.[1]

At first the project hypothesized the sightings might be Soviet secret weapons.[1] However, Project Sign's final report, 
published in early 1949, stated that while some UFOs appeared to represent actual aircraft, there was not enough data to 
determine their origin.[2] Almost all cases were explained by ordinary causes, but the report recommended a continuation of 
the investigation of all sightings.[1]

Project Sign was first described in the 1956 book The Report on Unidentified Flying Objects by retired Air Force Captain Edward 
J. Ruppelt who later directed Project Grudge and Project Blue Book. In this he also claimed that Sign had produced an 
"Estimate of the Situation" which endorsed an interplanetary explanation for UFOs, but General Hoyt Vandenberg, Chief of 
Staff of the Air Force, shut down Project Sign for lack of proof.[3] No copy of this document or any other corroboration of 
Ruppelt's claim has been produced, and Popular Mechanics called the report "probably more mythological than real".[4]

Project Sign was followed by Project Grudge after a conclusion was reached that evaluations of UFOs were a necessity of 
military intelligence in a post-war climate.[5]
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Project Sign was an official U.S. government study of unidentified flying objects (UFOs) undertaken 
by the United States Air Force and active for most of 1948.
Project Sign's final report, published in early 1949, stated that while some UFOs appeared to 
represent actual aircraft there was not enough data to determine their origin. However, prior to this 
final report, Sign officially argued that UFOs were likely of extraterrestrial origin, and most of the 
project's personnel came to favor the extraterrestrial hypothesis before this opinion was rejected and 
in 1948 project sign was reorganized and renamed Project Grudge, which was later renamed Project 
Blue Book in 1952.
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Project Grudge was a short-lived project by the U.S. Air Force (USAF) to investigate unidentified flying objects (UFOs). 
Grudge succeeded Project Sign in February, 1949, and was then followed by Project Blue Book. The project formally 
ended in December 1949, but continued in a minimal capacity until late 1951.

Project Sign had been active from 1947 to 1949. Some of Sign's personnel, including director Robert Sneider, favored 
the extraterrestrial hypothesis as the best explanation for UFO reports. They prepared the Estimate of the 

Situation arguing their case. This hypothesis was ultimately rejected by high-ranking officers, and Project Sign was 
dissolved and replaced by Project Grudge.

It was announced that Grudge would take over where Sign had left off, still investigating UFO reports. But as Air Force 
Captain Edward J. Ruppelt wrote, "In doing this, standard intelligence procedures would be used. This normally means 
an unbiased evaluation of intelligence data. But it doesn't take a great deal of study of the old UFO files to see that standard 
intelligence procedures were not being followed by Project Grudge. Everything was being evaluated on the premise that UFOs 
couldn't exist. No matter what you see or hear, don't believe it." (Ruppelt, 59-60, emphasis in original)
As Dr. Michael D. Swords writes, "Inside the military, Maj. Aaron J. Boggs in the Pentagon and Col. Harold Watson at AMC Air 
Material Command were openly giving the impression that the whole flying saucer business was ridiculous. Project Grudge 
became an exercise of derision and sloppy filing. Boggs was so enthusiastically antisaucer that General Cabell ordered General 
Moore to create a more proper atmosphere of skeptical respect for the reports and their observers." (Swords, 98)
Critics charged that, from its formation, Project Grudge was operating under a debunking directive: all UFO reports were 
judged to have prosaic explanations, though little research was conducted, and some of Grudge's "explanations" were 
strained or even logically untenable. In his 1956 book, Edward J. Ruppelt would describe Grudge as the "Dark Ages" of USAF 
UFO investigation. Grudge’s personnel were in fact conducting little or no investigation, while simultaneously relating that all 
UFO reports were being thoroughly reviewed. Ruppelt additionally reported that the word "Grudge" was chosen deliberately 
by the anti-saucer elements in the Air Force.

Public relations campaign[edit]

Like Project Sign, Grudge thought that the vast bulk of UFO reports could be explained as misidentified clouds, stars, sun dogs, 
conventional aircraft or the like of mis-understood earthly technology. However, unlike Sign which thought some UFOs might 
have an extraordinary answer, Grudge's personnel thought the remaining minority of reports could be explained away as 
normal phenomena. Grudge began a public relations campaign to explain their conclusions to the general public.
The first salvo in the PR campaign came via Sidney Shallet of the Saturday Evening Post, one of the more popular magazines of 
the era. Shallet's article appeared in two consecutive issues of the Post (April 30 and May 7, 1949) and generally echoed the 
Grudge line: Most UFO reports could be easily explained as mundane phenomena misidentified by an eyewitness, the subject 
was blown out of proportion by the mass media. Shallet suggested that hoaxes and crackpots played a prominent role in 
popularizing UFOs, and the opinions of many high-ranking military personnel were featured.
The article also included a few misrepresentations of the facts. Shallet asserted that the Air Force thought the subject was 
nonsense, and was more or less forced to investigate flying saucers due to public interest—this was manifestly false, as the Air 
Force took the UFO subject seriously nearly from the beginning. Shallet, of course, did not have access to some secret 
information, such as the 1947 memorandum by Gen. Nathan Twining that had declared flying saucers a "real and not 
visionary" phenomenon and had kickstarted Project Sign, and did not mention Sign's secret Estimate of the Situation that had 
argued in favor of an extraterrestrial origin for UFOs.
Shallett's article was perhaps the first detailed public discussion of UFOs, let alone with the endorsement of such prominent
military men. Grudge had hoped the article would reduce public interest in flying saucers, but the effect was just the opposite: 
Shallet had mentioned in passing that a small minority of UFO reports seemed to defy analysis, and these statements were 
seized upon by the press and the curious. Ruppelt wrote that rather than squelching interest, Shallet had "planted the seed of 
doubt" in the general public.
The Grudge report[edit]

Project Grudge issued its only formal report in August 1949. Though over 600 pages long, the report's conclusions stated:
A. There is no evidence that objects reported upon are the result of an advanced scientific foreign development; and, 
therefore they constitute no direct threat to the national security. In view of this, it is recommended that the 
investigation and study of reports of unidentified flying objects be reduced in scope. Headquarters AMCAir Material 
Command will continue to investigate reports in which realistic technical applications are clearly indicated.
NOTE: It is apparent that further study along present lines would only confirm the findings presented herein. It is further 
recommended that pertinent collection directives be revised to reflect the contemplated change in policy.
B. All evidence and analyses indicate that reports of unidentified flying objects are the result of:

1. Misinterpretation of various conventional objects.
2. A mild form of mass-hysteria and war nerves.
3. Individuals who fabricate such reports to perpetrate a hoax or to seek publicity.
4. Psychopathological persons.

In the "Recommendations" section from the Grudge Report prepared by Dr. J. Allen Hynek, he urged education of Air Force 
personnel in simple astronomical phenomena. He also recommended the authorization of continued scientific study of 
investigations.[1] Not long after this report was released, it was reported that Grudge would soon be dissolved. Despite this 
announcement, Grudge was not quite finished. A few personnel were still assigned to the project, and they aided the authors 
of a few more debunking mass media articles.
Tension[edit]

In April 1951 Bob Ginna of Life magazine visited Wright Patterson Air Force Base. Investigating Grudge, he uncovered what 
Clark describes as "the project's manifest shortcomings". (Clark, 239) In response (at least "for appearances sake" accordingto 
Clark (ibid.) some of the more obviously anti-UFO personnel at Wright Patterson were reassigned. By mid-1951, Grudge 
consisted only of Lt. Gerry Cummings. According to Ruppelt, Cummings took his job seriously, but found little help or success
in his efforts to reverse several years of apathy and dubious, sloppy research.
On September 10, 1951, there was a radar/visual UFO encounter near Fort Monmouth in New Jersey. Pilots and radar 
operators reported encounters with a number of fast-moving, highly maneuverable disc-shaped aircraft. High-ranking 
personnel ordered an investigation, and Cummings and Lt. Colonel N.R. Rosegarten spent most of 13 September interviewing 
witnesses and gathering documentation at Ft. Monmouth.
The duo were then ordered to relate the results of their investigation directly to Major General Charles P. Cabell, then the 
head of Air Force intelligence at The Pentagon. Cummings and Rosegarten arrived at a meeting already in progress, and found 
the atmosphere thick with tension. Cabell in particular was distressed by what he saw as the sloppy debunking and 
lackadaisical attitude Project Grudge brought to bear on a subject he thought deserved serious scrutiny. Cummings and 
Rosegarten related their conclusions of the Fort Monmouth incident: they agreed with Monmouth personnel who judged the 
fast moving objects sighted there as being "intelligently controlled." (Clark, 240)
When given permission to speak freely to Cabell and the others, Cummings (as Ruppelt wrote) "cut loose. He told how every 
UFO report [submitted to Grudge] was taken as a huge joke" and Grudge had become all but moribund. (Clark, 240)
When General Cabell learned that Grudge had essentially ignored UFO reports, he became furious. The Fort Monmouth case 
had highlighted what critics saw as Air Materiel Command's sloppy debunking, and at a meeting, a frustrated Cabell was 
reported to have said, "I want an open mind; in fact, I order an open mind! Anyone who doesn't keep an open mind can get 
out now! ... Why do I have to stir up the action? Anyone can see that we do not have a satisfactory answer to the saucer 
question." (Swords, p. 103) At another meeting—this one of high-ranking military Colonels—Cabell said, "I've been lied to, and 
lied to, and lied to. I want it to stop. I want the answer to the saucers and I want a good answer." (Swords, p. 103) Cabell also 
characterized the 1949 Grudge report as "tripe".
Lt. Col. N.R. Rosegarten asked Ruppelt to take over as the new project’s leader in late 1951, partly because Ruppelt "had a 
reputation as a good organizer." (Jacobs, 65) While Cabell wanted Grudge reactivated, he did not want the general public to 
know that he and some others in the military took UFOs seriously, and ordered the project to keep a low profile. This, he 
hoped, would protect the military's reputation on both fronts: if the saucer phenomenon was groundless, they could not be 
accused of sensationalism, but if the phenomenon proved to have some basis in fact, the military could produce serious 
studies of the subject. Cabell especially did not want the military to be perceived as belittling civilians who had reported UFOs.
Grudge became Project Blue Book. Its first era—directed by Ruppelt—is generally seen as its most open-minded and 
productive era.
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Project Grudge replaced Project Sign on 11 February 1949. The change in the name had been requested 
on December 16, 1948. Apparently, the name SIGN had been compromised and a new designation had to 
be assigned. Many UFOlogists look into the selection of a new name as something sinister and point to 
the disappearance of numerous prominent SIGN personnel as proof that it was a change to oust those 
favoring the Extra-Terrestrial Hypothesis (ETH) solution to UFO reports. However, it appears that the 
name and personnel change may also have been to further define the activities of the Air Technical 
Intelligence Division (ATID) in relation to UFO investigations. So subtle was the change that Dr. Hynek 
did not even know it had happened:
My final report, compiled with the able assistance of Mrs. Charles Summerson, was issued after Project 
Sign had somewhat mysteriously been transformed into Project Grudge, on February 11, 1949. I was not 
aware of the change as I continued to do my best to find logical astronomical explanations for as many of 
the 237 reports as possible. (Hynek 174)
Project Grudge resulted in UFO investigations entering the "dark ages" for the USAF according to 
Ruppelt. In April and May 1949, a series of articles by Sidney Shallet appeared in the Saturday Evening 
Post describing the efforts of "Project Saucer". The story goes that the USAF fed Shallet so that he would 
write the story they wanted him to write. However, Shallet's article did include many of the famous UFO 
unexplained UFO cases from the time. At one point, it is suggested that Shallet crossed the USAF. It 
seems the USAF did give access to their files to Shallet but I think Shallet wrote the article as he saw it. 
He may have put a skeptical slant towards his writing but this would have been standard for the day and 
since Shallet was interacting with Project Grudge, which was skeptical, then he would take that attitude in 
his writings. Grudge continued to maintain the skeptical attitude for the entire time period it investigated 
UFO reports.
Project Grudge really did not last long. By August 1949, Grudge issued its only report. It was essentially 
a rehash of the sightings studied by Project Sign with detailed comments by Dr. J. Allen Hynek on the 
astronomical aspects of these reports. Out of the 244 sightings evaluated, there was a residue of 23% in 
the unknown category. The report made the following recommendations:

That the investigation of study of reports of unidentified flying objects be reduced in scope.1.
a.That current collection directives relative to unidentified flying objects be revised to 
provide for the submission of only those reports clearly indicating realistic technical 
applications.
That Conclusions 1 and 2 of this report, with sufficient supporting data be declassified and 
made public in the form of an official press release.

2.

That Psychological Warfare Division and other governmental agencies interested in 
psychological warfare be informed of the results of this study. (Condon 509)

3.

On December 27, 1949, the USAF issued a press release stating that Project Grudge was closed.
Grudge’s conclusions were extremely anti-ETH. They were:
A. There is no evidence that objects reported upon are the result of an advanced scientific foreign 
development; and, therefore they constitute no direct threat to the national security. In view of this, it is 
recommended that the investigation and study of reports of unidentified flying objects be reduced in 
scope. Headquarters AMC will continue to investigate reports in which realistic technical applications 
are clearly indicated.
NOTE: It is apparent that further study along present lines would only confirm the findings presented 
herein. It is further recommended that pertinent collection directives be revised to reflect the 
contemplated change in policy.
B. All evidence and analyses indicate that reports of unidentified flying objects are the result of:
1. Misinterpretation of various conventional objects.
2. A mild form of mass-hysteria and war nerves.
3. Individuals who fabricate such reports to perpetrate a hoax or to seek publicity.
4. Psychopathological persons. (Condon 509)
UFOlogists use these conclusions to demonstrate that the USAF was more interested in stopping the 
investigation of UFO reports. The truth appears to be far beyond that. Edward Ruppelt, the first head of 
Project Blue Book (Grudge's successor), wrote:
But the Air Force was not trying to cover-up. It was just that they didn't want Keyhoe or any other saucer 
fans in the hair. They couldn't be bothered. They didn't believe in flying saucers and couldn't feature 
anybody else believing. Believing, to the people in ATIC in 1949, meant even raising the possibility that 
there might be something to the reports. (Ruppelt 65)
Additionally, Hynek addressed the idea of cover-up in his writings,
All my association with Blue Book showed clearly that the project rarely exhibited any scientific interest 
in the UFO problem...Such lack of interest belies any charge of "Cover-up"; they just didn't care. There is 
another argument for the "noncover-up viewpoint: the underlings in the military hierarchy (and all Blue 
Book Officers were such -generally captains or majors, two of which finally mad e lieutenant colonel but 
never full colonel) looked mainly toward tow things: promotion and early retirement. Therefore, on 
controversial issues it was always considered far wiser not to "rock the boat," to please superior officer 
rather than to make waves...Another factor added to the noncover-up theory. Turnover in the Blue book 
office was rather high. Sooner or later the officer in charge would be out of it, just that much closer to 
promotion and retirement, if he just sat tight...Thus one can have one's choice of whether Blue Book was 
a front or merely a foul-up. (Hynek 186-7)
Hynek's understanding of the military is somewhat limited and I disagree with his characterizations of the 
USAF officer's motives during their terms as head of Project Blue Book. This is the same group of 
individuals who Hynek told in 1959, "had done a good job of handling a very difficult program with the 
limited resources available" (Jacobs 166). Hynek's shifting opinions about Blue Book/Grudge/Sign 
seemed to shift with the years. However, his and Ruppelt's observations that there was no evidence of a 
cover-up demonstrates the claims by UFO groups are grossly exaggerated.
What really is in evidence is that the USAF determined that there was nothing to the reports that they 
could come to grips with. There was no apparent threat to the US and it was recommended the project 
group be disbanded and ATIC to follow up on only reports that were detailed and indicated craft of 
capabilities compatible with known technology at the time. The USAF was more interested in threats 
against the United States from some foreign power of this earth. If UFOs really were "spacemen", they 
obviously posed no threat to the United States and the USAF was not interested in chasing them.
Project Grudge’s termination handed the problem back to AMC. UFO reports dropped off between 1949 
and 1951 while various private organizations began to develop interest in the phenomena. Writings by 
authors, such as Keyhoe, would ignite the imagination of many individuals and result in much publicity 
on the subject. Such publicity would shake the upper echelon and, as a result, a new Project Grudge 
would emerge.
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Lubbock Lights: 70 Years Later
by: Matt Stell
Posted: Aug 26, 2021 / 08:03 PM CDT
Updated: Sep 7, 2021 / 04:10 PM CDT

SHARE
LUBBOCK, Texas — On August 25, 1951, a group of Texas Tech University professors gathered at one of their homes for a casual hang-out.
Around 9:20 p.m., it happened.
The professors reported seeing about 20-30 blue-yellowish lights fly above them. They said the objects were bright as stars and were traveling in the 
southern direction.
In a 2003 interview, Pat Allgood said that same night, saw a very similar formation at the drive-in movie.
“All of a sudden, my date and I saw these lights coming over the screen,” said Allgood. “It was just a formation of lights about the size of maybe a little bit 
smaller than a Frisbee.”
A few days later, on August 30, Carl hart Jr., a freshman at Texas Tech, said he was standing in his parents’ backyard when two V-shape formations of 
lights flew over him.
“I grabbed my camera and set the exposure where I wanted it and went back outside and waited, and then two more lights came over,” said Hart Jr. “I 
think I got two pictures of one and three of the other.”
Hart Jr. processed his images and took them to the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. The newspaper was hesitant to publish them at first but eventually did. 
Hart Jr.’s images were published in LIFE magazine a few months later.
The group of Texas Tech professors contacted the Air Force about the sightings because they were confident what they saw were not meteors.
“We’re talking about professional people who apparently were impressed enough by having seen strange things in the sky to go and try to observe them 
under scientific condition,” said Donald Burleson, a retired professor from Roswell, New Mexico.
These events would later be known as the Lubbock Lights.
In declassified military documents obtained by EverythingLubbock.com, both the professors and Hart Jr. were interrogated multiple times about the 
sightings as part of the U.S. government’s “Project Grudge” investigation (later known as Project Blue Book).
“They went over and over my story to, I guess, try to catch me being inconsistent, but apparently they were satisfied eventually,” said Hart Jr.
Federal investigators eventually realized Hart Jr.’s images were unedited. The declassified documents revealed they contacted nearby military 
installments like Reese Air Force Base to confirm if the lights were military aircraft or missiles.
Air Force officials confirmed the lights were neither one of those.
Shortly after, Lt. Edward Ruppelt, leader of the Project Grudge investigation, determined the lights were “plover-like” birds that had reflected light from 
Lubbock’s newly installed streetlights.
According to the declassified documents, investigators met with the Federal Game Warden to discuss their “plover-like” bird theory. The FGW doubted the 
lights were birds because plovers were not prevalent in the Lubbock area at that time of year.
Local biology experts said the objects were too big to be birds.
After 70 years, the U.S. Air Force has not revised its “plover-like” theory about the Lubbock Lights.
“Often in the popular culture, the phrase UFO has been associated with aliens, but it really just stands for unidentified flying object,” said current Texas 
Tech professor Thomas Maccarone. “Many kinds of unidentified flying objects are things that are just normal, natural phenomena, but we don’t 
understand what they are well enough, based on the kinds of observations we have of them.”
In his 1956 book The Report on Unidentified Flying Objects, Lt. Ruppelt wrote, “they were not birds, refracted light, or spaceships…they were positively 
identified as a very commonplace and easily explainable natural phenomenon.”
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Thousands of UFO reports were collected, analyzed, and filed. As a result of the Condon Report, which 
concluded that the study of UFOs was unlikely to yield major scientific discoveries, and a review of the 
report by the National Academy of Sciences, Project Blue Book was terminated in 1969. The Air Force 
supplies the following summary of its investigations:
No UFO reported, investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force was ever an indication of threat to our 
national security;

1.

There was no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized as 
"unidentified" represented technological developments or principles beyond the range of modern 
scientific knowledge; and

2.

There was no evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" were extraterrestrial 
vehicles.[1]

3.

By the time Project Blue Book ended, it had collected 12,618 UFO reports, and concluded that most of 
them were misidentifications of natural phenomena (clouds, stars, etc.) or conventional aircraft. 
According to the National Reconnaissance Office a number of the reports could be explained by flights 
of the formerly secret reconnaissance planes U-2 and A-12.[2] 701 reports were classified as 
unexplained, even after stringent analysis.[3] The UFO reports were archived and are available under 
the Freedom of Information Act, but names and other personal information of all witnesses have 
been redacted.

From <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Blue_Book> 

Project BLUE BOOK - Unidentified Flying Objects
General Information•

Reference Report relating to Project BLUE BOOK•

U.S. Air Force Fact Sheet on UFO'S and Project BLUE BOOK•

Reference Report relating to Majestic 12 {MJ-12}•

Information of the "Roswell Incident"•

General Information
The United States Air Force retired to the custody of the National Archives its records on Project BLUE BOOK 
relating to the investigations of unidentified flying objects. Project BLUE BOOK has been declassified and the 
records are available for examination in our research room. The project closed in 1969 and we have no 
information on sightings after that date.

The National Archives has received numerous inquiries concerning documents identified as "MJ12" and 
"Briefing Document: Operation Majestic 12." We have made extensive searches among the records in our 
custody of the U.S. Air Force and the Joint Chiefs of Staff to identify these documents. The Truman and 
Eisenhower Libraries have also searched their holdings for any references to, or copies of, the documents. In 
addition, the records of the National Security Council (NSC) for the Truman and Eisenhower Administrations are 
in the custody of the National Archives. Searches were made of the indexes to the NSC's Policy Paper and 
Meeting Minute files under the subjects MJ-12, majestic, unidentified flying objects, UFO, flying 
saucers,extraterrestrial biological entities and Aquarius. These searches were all negative with the exception of 
a "Memorandum for General Twining, from Robert Cutler, Special Assistant to the President, Subject: 
"NCS/MJ-12 Special Studies Project" dated July 14, 1954. The memorandum, one page, refers to a briefing to 
take place on July 16. The memorandum does not identify MJ-12 or the purpose of the briefing.

Project BLUE BOOK Reference Report
Textual records of Project BLUE BOOK (the documentation relating to investigations of unidentified flying 
objects), excluding names of people involved in the sightings, are now available for research in the National 
Archives Building. The records include approximately 2 cubic feet of unarranged project or administrative files, 
37 cubic feet of case files in which individual sightings are arranged chronologically, and 3 cubic feet of records 
relating to the Office of Special Investigations (OSI), portions of which are arranged chronologically, by OSI 
district, and by overseas command. A cubic foot of records comprises about 2,000 pages. Finding aids for these 
records include a file list for the project files and an index to individual sightings, entered by date and location.

Access to BLUE BOOK textual records is by means of 94 rolls of 35mm microfilm (T -1206) in the National 
Archives Microfilm Reading Room. The first microfilm roll includes a list of contents for all of the rolls and the 
finding aids. Photographs scattered among the textual records have also been filmed separately on the last two 
rolls.

Motion picture film, sound recordings, and some still pictures are maintained by the Motion Picture & Sound & 
Video Branch (NNSM) and the Still Picture Branch (NNSP).

U.S. Air Force Fact Sheet Concerning UFO's and Project BLUE BOOK
The following is a copy of the US Air Force Fact Sheet distributed by Wright -Patterson AFB in January 1985.

United States Air Force

Public Affairs Division,

Wright-Patterson AFB,

Ohio 45433

UFOs & PROJECT BLUE BOOK

On December 17, 1969, the Secretary of the Air Force announced the termination of Project BLUE BOOK, the 
Air Force program for the investigation of UFOS.

From 1947 to 1969, a total of 12, 618 sightings were reported to Project BLUE BOOK. Of these 701 remain 
"Unidentified." The project was headquartered at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, whose personnel no longer 
receive, document or investigate UFO reports.

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an evaluation of a report prepared by the 
University of Colorado entitled, "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" a review of the University of 
Colorado's report by the National Academy of Sciences; past UFO studies and Air Force experience 
investigating UFO reports during the 40s, '50s, and '60s.

As a result of these investigations and studies and experience gained from investigating UFO reports since 
1948, the conclusions of Project BLUE BOOK are:(1) no UFO reported, investigated, and evaluated by the Air 
Force has ever given any indication of threat to our national security;(2) there has been no evidence submitted 
to or discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized as "unidentified" represent technological 
developments or principles beyond the range of present-day scientific knowledge; and(3) there has been no 
evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" are extraterrestrial vehicles.

With the termination of Project BLUE BOOK, the Air Force regulations establishing and controlling the program 
for investigating and analyzing UFOs were rescinded. Documentation regarding the former BLUE BOOK 
investigation has been permanently transferred to the Military Reference Branch, National Archives and 
Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408, and is available for public review and analysis.

Since Project BLUE BOOK was closed, nothing has happened to indicate that the Air Force ought to resume 
investigating UFOS. Because of the considerable cost to the Air Force in the past, and the tight funding of Air 
Force needs today, there is no likelihood the Air Force will become involved with UFO investigation again.

There are a number of universities and professional scientific organizations, such as the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, which have considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings and 
seminars. In addition, a list of private organizations interested in aerial phenomena my be found in Gayle's 
Encyclopedia of Associations (edition 8, vol-. 1, pp. 432-433). Such timely review of the situation by private 
groups ensures that sound evidence will not be overlooked by the scientific community.

A person calling the base to report a UFO is advised to contact a private or professional organization (as 
mentioned above) or to contact a local law enforcement agency if the caller feels his or public safety is 
endangered.

Periodically, it is erroneously stated that the remains of extraterrestrial visitors are or have been stored at 
Wright-Patterson AFB. There are not now nor ever have been, any extraterrestrial visitors or equipment on 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.

Majestic 12 or "MJ-12" Reference Report
The National Archives has received many requests for documentation and information about "Project MJ -12." 
Many of the inquiries concern a memorandum from Robert Cutler to Gen. Nathan Twining, dated July 14, 1954. 
This particular document poses problems for the following reasons:

The document was located in Record Group 341, entry 267. The series is filed by a Top Secret register 
number. This document does not bear such a number.

1.

The document is filed in the folder T4-1846. There are no other documents in the folder regarding 
"NSC/MJ-12."

2.

Researchers on the staff of the National Archives have searched in the records of the Secretary of 
Defense, the Joint Chiefs on Staff, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, and in other related files. No further 
information has been found on this subject.

3.

Public USAF UFO studies were first initiated under Project Sign at the end of 1947, following many widely 
publicized UFO reports (see Kenneth Arnold). Project Sign was initiated specifically at the request of 
General Nathan Twining, chief of the Air Force Materiel Command at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. 
Wright-Patterson was also to be the home of Project Sign and all subsequent official USAF public 
investigations.
Project Sign was officially inconclusive regarding the cause of the sightings. However, according to US Air 
Force Captain Edward J. Ruppelt (the first director of Project Blue Book), Sign's initial intelligence estimate 
(the so-called Estimate of the Situation) written in the late summer of 1948, concluded that the flying 
saucers were real craft, were not made by either the Soviet Union or United States, and were 
likely extraterrestrial in origin. (See also extraterrestrial hypothesis.) This was subsequently rejected by 
Gen. Hoyt Vandenberg, USAF Chief of Staff, citing a lack of physical proof. Vandenberg subsequently 
dismantled Project Sign.[4]

Project Sign was succeeded at the end of 1948 by Project Grudge, which was criticized as having 
a debunking mandate. Ruppelt referred to the era of Project Grudge as the "dark ages" of early USAF UFO 
investigation. Grudge concluded that all UFOs were natural phenomena or other misinterpretations, 
although it also stated that 23 percent of the reports could not be explained.
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Inquiries to the U.S. Air Force, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the National Security Council failed to produce 
further information.

4.

The Freedom of Information Office of the National Security Council informed the National Archives that 
"Top Secret Restricted Information" is a marking which did not come into use at the National Security 
Council until the Nixon Administration. The Eisenhower Presidential Library also confirm that this particular 
marking was not used during the Eisenhower Administration.

5.

The document in question does not bear an official government letterhead or watermark. The NARA 
conservation specialist examined the paper and determined it was a ribbon copy prepared on "diction 
onionskin." The Eisenhower Library has examined a representative sample of the documents in its 
collection of the Cutler papers. All documents in the sample created by Mr. Cutler while he served on the 
NSC staff have an eagle watermark in the bond paper. The onionskin carbon copies have either an eagle 
watermark or no watermark at all. Most documents sent out by the NSC were prepared on White House 
letterhead paper. For the brief period when Mr. Cutler left the NSC, his carbon copies were prepared on 
"prestige onionskin."

6.

The National Archives searched the Official Meeting Minute Files of the National Security Council and 
found no record of a NSC meeting on July 16, 1954. A search of all NSC Meeting Minutes for July 1954 
found no mention of MJ-12 nor Majestic.

7.

The Judicial, Fiscal and Social Branch searched the indices of the NSC records and found no listing for: 
MJ-12, Majestic, unidentified flying objects, UFO, flying saucers, or flying discs.

8.

NAJA found a memo in a folder titled "Special Meeting July 16, 1956" which indicated that NSC members 
would be called to a civil defense exercise on July 16, 1956.

9.

The Eisenhower Library states, in a letter to the Military Reference Branch, dated July 16, 1987:10.
"president Eisenhower's Appointment Books contain no entry for a special meeting on July 16, 1954 which might have included a
briefing on MJ-12. Even when the President had 'off the record' meetings, the Appointment Books contain entries indicating the time of 
the meeting and the participants ...

"The Declassification office of the National Security Council has informed us that it has no record of any declassification a ction having 
been taken on this memorandum or any other documents on this alleged project ..."

Robert Cutler, at the direction of President Eisenhower, was visiting overseas military installations on the day he 
supposedly issued this memorandum--- July 14, 1954. The Administration Series in Eisenhower's Papers as 
President contains Cutler's memorandum and report to the President upon his return from the trip. The 
memorandum is dated July 20, 1954 and refers to Cutler's visits to installations in Europe and North Africa 
between July 3 and 15. Also, within the NSC Staff Papers is a memorandum dated July 3, 1954, from Cutler to 
his two subordinates, James S. Ia and J. Patrick Cone, explaining how they should handle NSC administrative 
matters during his absence; one would assume that if the memorandum to Twining were genuine, Lay or Cone 
would have signed it."

When certifying a document under the seal of the National Archives we attest that the reproduction is a 
true copy of a document in our custody. We do not authenticate documents or the information 
contained in a document.

The "Roswell Incident"
The National Archives has been unable to locate any documentation among the Project BLUE BOOK 
records which discuss the 1947 incident in Roswell, New Mexico.

On September 8, 1994, the Secretary of the Air Force, Sheila E. Widnall, announced that the United States Air 
Force had completed its study to locate records that relate to the alleged 1947 UFO incident near Roswell, New 
Mexico. Pro-UFO researchers claim that an extraterrestrial spacecraft and its alien occupants were recovered 
near Roswell in July of 1947, and that this fact was kept from the public.

At the request of Congressman Steven H. Schiff (R-NM), the General Accounting Office (GAO) initiated an audit 
in February of 1994, to locate all records relating to the "Roswell Incident" and to determine if such records were 
properly handled. The GAO audit was completed and the results published by the Headquarters, U.S. Air Force 
in 1995. The publication is entitled "The Roswell Report: Fact vs. Fiction in the New Mexico Desert." This 
publication may be obtained from most U.S. Government Depository Library. The call number is ISBN 0-16-
048023-X.

The General Accounting Office audit involved a number of government agencies but focused on the Air Force. 
To support this audit, the Air Force initiated a systematic search of current Air Force offices as well as 
numerous archives and records centers which might help explain the incident. Air Force officials also 
interviewed a number of persons who may have had knowledge of the events. Prior to the interviews, Secretary 
Widnall released those persons from any previous security obligations that may have restricted their 
statements.

The Air Force research did not locate or develop any information that the "Roswell Incident" was a UFO event 
nor was there any indication of a "cover-up" by the Government. Information obtained through exhaustive 
records searches and interviews indicated that the materials recovered near Roswell was consistent with a 
balloon devise of the type used in a then classified project. No records indicated or even hinted that the 
recovery of "alien" bodies or extraterrestrial materials.

All documentation related to this case are now declassified and the information in the public domain. 
Documentation has been turned over to the office of the Air Force Historian.

From <https://www.archives.gov/research/military/air-force/ufos> 
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The month that E.T. came to D.C.

Front page of The Washington Daily News on July 28, 1952 following an alleged UFO sighting in the D.C. metropolitan area. (Th e Washington Daily News/THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS)

By John Kelly

July 20, 2012

You’ve written recently about weather balloons in Washington. How about weather balloons that weren’t weather balloons? In Ju ly 
1952, Washington was supposedly visited by multiple unidentified flying objects — or “flying saucers,” as all UFOs seemed to be known 
at the time. Can you look into this?

— Brian Kraft,Washington

This month marks the 60th anniversary of the Great Alien Invasion of 1952 or, as it might more appropriately be called, the G reat Alien Reconnaissance of 1952. The UFOs allegedly just flew around; no one saw them land.

But were they aliens? This much is undisputed: Late on the evening of July 19, 1952, air traffic controllers at Washington Na tional Airport spotted a curious cluster of seven blips on their radar screens. Similar blips were 
sighted by radar operators at Andrews and Bolling Air Force bases.

National’s control tower contacted commercial aircraft in the vicinity and asked their pilots if they had seen anything unusu al. Why yes, Capt. S.C. “Casey” Pierman of Capital Air Flight 807 radioed back. He saw 

six bright lights streaking across the sky, “like falling stars without tails.”

F-94 jets were scrambled from Delaware’s New Castle Air Force Base (the runway at Andrews was under repair), but the pilots saw nothing.

The Pentagon was already studying the escalating number of UFO sightings — under the aegis of Project Blue Book — and the officer in charge added the Washington outbreak to his growing list. Then, the next weekend, it 
happened all over again. National Airport’s air traffic controllers tracked a dozen unexplained blips. Fighter jets were agai n scrambled, and on their second circuit, pilots saw bright lights speeding away from them.

“I tried to make contact with the bogies below 1,000 feet,” pilot William Patterson later told investigators. “I was at my maximum speed but . . . I ceased chasing them because I saw no chance of overtaking 

them.”

The media had a field day. A headline on the front page of The Washington Post read: “  ‘Saucer’ Outran Jet, Pilot Says; Air Force Puts Lid on Inquiry.”

After the earlier outbreak, a reporter for the Washington Daily News had written: “Recent attempts to explain ‘saucers’ as op tical illusions have been shaken by recent radar sightings. Illusions don’t show up on a radar 
screen.”

Illusions don’t, but temperature inversions do. A temperature inversion occurs when a layer of cold air is trapped under a la yer of warm air. It’s most common in extremely hot weather of the sort that Washington was 
enduring 60 summers ago. The warm air can create a ceiling that causes radar beams to bounce down. Objects on the ground — moving cars, a row of telephone poles — can appear to be thousands of feet in the air. An Air 
Force officer ascribed the sightings to this phenomenon.

But what of the lights? A layer of moisture in the atmosphere could have caused reflections.

“It’s very much like when you’re riding down the highway and it’s very hot out and you see a mirage on the highway,” said Bruce Press of National Capital Area Skeptics, a group that debunks UFOs, ghosts 

and the like. “As you drive towards it it doesn’t get any closer, so you assume that because it doesn’t get any closer it’s m oving away from you at the same speed you’re driving.”

UFOlogists discount these explanations. Experienced pilots saw the lights, said Robert Swiatek of the Mutual UFO Network, and National’s radar operators felt that “the anomalous signals were good, solid targets, 

as though they were being reflected from the surface of metallic aircraft.”

While there certainly are more things in heaven and earth than are dreamt of in Answer Man’s philosophy, he must side with th e skeptics in what became known as the “Washington Flap.” Even before that hot July, the 
papers were full of stories about UFOs. They were a staple of science-fiction movies in an America fearful of a Soviet invasion.

Humans make sense of the world by building narratives. A random but humdrum collection of events — temperature inversions and, yes, weather balloons — is somehow not as satisfying as a flying saucer.

It seems to Answer Man that asking whether there were any alien spacecraft over Washington in 1952 is like asking whether the re were any witches in Salem, Mass., in 1692.

From <https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/the-month-that-et-came-to-dc/2012/07/20/gJQAZp2ayW_story.html> 

Invasion of Washington
Sunday, April 17, 2022 10:02 AM

   E4E12 Project Bluebook Page 7    

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/john-kelly/
http://www.ncas.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/the-month-that-et-came-to-dc/2012/07/20/gJQAZp2ayW_story.html


Josef Allen Hynek

Born May 1, 1910
Chicago, Illinois, U.S.

Died April 27, 1986 (aged 75)
Scottsdale, Arizona, U.S.

Occupation Astrophysicist•
ufologist•

Spouse(s) Martha Doone Alexander

(m. 1932; div. 1939)

Mimi Curtis

(m. 1942)

Children Scott•
Roxane•
Joel•
Paul•
Ross•
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Meet J. Allen Hynek, the Astronomer Who First Classified UFO 'Close 
Encounters'

When the U.S. government tapped the academic to help investigate UFOs, he was initially a 
skeptic. But not for long.
It’s September 1947, and the U.S. Air Force has a problem. A rash of reports about mysterious objects in the skies has the pu blic 
on edge and the military baffled. The Air Force needs to figure out what’s going on—and fast. It launches an investigation it calls Project 
Sign.

By early 1948 the team realizes it needs some outside expertise to sift through the reports it’s receiving—specifically an astronomer 
who can determine which cases are easily explained by astronomical phenomena, such as planets, stars or meteors.

For J. Allen Hynek, then the 37-year-old director at Ohio State University’s McMillin Observatory, it would be a classic case of being 
in the right place at the right time—or, as he may have occasionally lamented, the wrong place at the wrong one.

READ MORE: Interactive Map: UFO Sightings Taken Seriously by the U.S. Government

The adventure begins

Dr. J. Allen Hynek with Police Chief Robert R. Taylor of Dexter, Michigan going over a county map spotting where the flying o bjects 
were seen, 1966.
Bettmann Archive/Getty Images

Hynek had worked for the government during the war, developing new defense technologies like the first radio -controlled fuse, so 
he already had a high security clearance and was a natural go-to.

“One day I had a visit from several men from the technical center at Wright-Patterson Air Force base, which was only 60 miles away 
in Dayton,” Hynek later wrote. “With some obvious embarrassment, the men eventually brought up the subject of ‘flying saucers ’ 
and asked me if I would care to serve as consultant to the Air Force on the matter… The job didn't seem as though it would ta ke too 
much time, so I agreed.”

ADVERTISING

Little did Hynek realize that he was about to begin a lifelong odyssey that would make him one of the most famous and, at tim es, 
controversial scientists of the 20 century. Nor could he have guessed how much his own thinking about UFOs would change over 
that period as he persisted in bringing rigorous scientific inquiry to the subject.

“I had scarcely heard of UFOs in 1948 and, like every other scientist I knew, assumed that they were nonsense,” he recalled.

Project Sign ran for a year, during which the team reviewed 237 cases. In Hynek’s final report, he noted that about 32 percen t of 
incidents could be attributed to astronomical phenomena, while another 35 percent had other explanations, such as balloons, 
rockets, flares or birds. Of the remaining 33 percent, 13 percent didn’t offer enough evidence to yield an explanation. That left 20 
percent that provided investigators with some evidence but still couldn’t be explained.

The Air Force was loath to use the term “unidentified flying object,” so the mysterious 20 percent were simply classified as 
“unidentified.”

In February 1949, Project Sign was succeeded by Project Grudge. While Sign offered at least a pretense of scientific objectiv ity, 
Grudge seems to have been dismissive from the start, just as its angry-sounding name suggests. Hynek, who played no role in 
Project Grudge, said it “took as its premise that UFOs simply could not be.” Perhaps not surprisingly, its report, issued at the end of 
1949, concluded that the phenomena posed no danger to the United States, having resulted from mass hysteria, deliberate hoaxe s, 
mental illness or conventional objects that the witnesses had misinterpreted as otherworldly. It also suggested the subject w asn’t 
worth further study.

Project Blue Book is born

That might’ve been the end of it. But UFO incidents continued, including some puzzling reports from the Air Force’s own radar
operators. The national media began treating the phenomenon more seriously; LIFE magazine did a 1952 cover story, and even 
the widely respected TV journalist Edward R. Murrow devoted a program to the topic, including an interview with Kenneth Arnold, a 
pilot whose 1947 sighting of mysterious objects over Mount Rainier in Washington state popularized the term “flying saucer.” The 
Air Force had little choice but to revive Project Grudge, which soon morphed into the more benignly named Project Blue Book.

J. Allen Hynek
Sunday, April 17, 2022 8:19 AM
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Hynek joined Project Blue Book in 1952 and would remain with it until its demise in 1969. For him, it was a side gig as he co ntinued 
to teach and to pursue other, non-UFO research, at Ohio State. In 1960 he moved to Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, 
to chair its astronomy department.

As before, Hynek’s role was to review the reports of UFO sightings and determine whether there was a logical astronomical 
explanation. Typically that involved a lot of unglamorous paperwork; but now and then, for an especially puzzling case, he ha d a 
chance to get out into the field.

There he discovered something he might never have learned from simply reading the files: how normal the people who reported 
seeing UFOs tended to be. “The witnesses I interviewed could have been lying, could have been insane or could have been 

hallucinating collectively—but I do not think so,” he recalled in his 1977 book, The Hynek UFO Report.

“Their standing in the community, their lack of motive for perpetration of a hoax, their own puzzlement at the turn of events they 
believe they witnessed, and often their great reluctance to speak of the experience—all lend a subjective reality to their UFO 
experience.”

For the rest of his life Hynek would deplore the ridicule that people who reported a UFO sighting often had to endure—which, in turn, 
caused untold numbers of others to never come forward. It wasn’t just unfair to the individuals involved, but meant a loss of data that might 
be useful to researchers.

“Given the controversial nature of the subject, it’s understandable that both scientists and witnesses are reluctant to come forward,” 
says Jacques Vallee, co-author with Dr. Hynek of The Edge of Reality: A Progress Report on Unidentified Flying Objects . “Because 
their life is going to change. There are cases where their house is broken into. People throw stones at their kids. There are family 
crises—divorce and so on… You become the person who has seen something that other people have not seen. And there is a lot of suspic ion 
attached to that.”

Eyes on the skies—and the Soviets

Dr. J. Allen Hynek (right) pointing out a spot on a globe to fellow scientists while discussing the path of Sputnik 1, the fi rst artificial 
satellite launched into low Earth orbit by the Soviet Union, in Cambridge, Massachusetts, October 1957. (
Dmitri Kessel/The LIFE Picture Collection/Getty Images

In the late 1950s, the Air Force faced a more urgent problem than hypothetical UFOs. On October 4, 1957, the U.S.S.R. surpris ed 
the world by launching Sputnik, the first artificial space satellite—and a serious blow to Americans’ sense of technological superiority.

At that point, Hynek had taken leave from Ohio State to work on a satellite-tracking system at Harvard, notes Mark O’Connell in his 
2017 biography, The Close Encounters Man. Suddenly Hynek was on TV and holding frequent press conferences to assure 
Americans that their scientists were closely monitoring the situation. On October 21, 1957, he appeared on the cover of LIFE with 
his boss, the Harvard astronomer Fred Whipple, and their colleague Don Lautman. It was his first taste of the national celebr ity, but 
wouldn’t be the last.

With Sputnik circling the earth every 98 minutes, often visible to the naked eye, many Americans began looking skyward, and U FO 
sightings continued unabated.

From Dr. Hynek to Mr. UFO

   E4E12 Project Bluebook Page 9    

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/sputnik-launched


From Dr. Hynek to Mr. UFO

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, telling newsmen at a press conference that the photograph he is holding, widely circulated in the news media as 
a UFO spotted in Michigan, is a time exposure of the crescent moon and the planet Venus.
Bettmann Archive/Getty Images

By the 1960s, Hynek had emerged as the nation’s—perhaps the world’s—top expert on UFOs, quoted widely in his capacity as scientific 
consultant to Project Blue Book. But behind the scenes, he chafed at what he perceived as the project’s mandate to debunk UFO sightings. He 
was also critical of its procedures, judging the Blue Book staff “grossly inadequate,” its communication with outside scienti sts “appalling” and 
its statistical methods “nothing less than a travesty.”

The feeling, apparently, was mutual. In an unpublished manuscript unearthed by biographer O'Connell, Air Force Major Hector 
Quintanilla, who headed the project from 1963 to 1969, writes that he considered Hynek a “liability.”

Why did he stick around? Hynek offered a number of explanations. “But most importantly,” he wrote, “Blue Book had the store o f 
data (as poor as they were), and my association with it gave me access to those data.”

If Hynek often angered UFO debunkers, like Quintanilla, he didn’t always please the believers, either.

In 1966, for example, he went to Michigan to investigate multiple reports of strange lights in the sky. When he offered the t heory 
that it might have been an optical illusion involving swamp gas, he found himself widely derided in the press and “swamp gas”
became a punchline for newspaper cartoonists. More seriously, two Michigan Congressmen, including Gerald R. Ford (who later 
became president), took umbrage at the apparent insult to their state’s citizenry and called for a Congressional hearing.

Testifying at the hearing, Hynek saw an opportunity to plead the case he’d been making to the Air Force for years, but with l ittle 
success. “Specifically, it is my opinion that the body of data accumulated since 1948…deserves close scrutiny by a civilian p anel of 
physical and social scientists…for the express purpose of determining whether a major problem really exists.”

Hynek would soon get his wish, or so it seemed. Now facing greater scrutiny in Congress, the Air Force established a civilian
committee of scientists to investigate UFOs, chaired by a University of Colorado physicist, Dr. Edward U. Condon. Hynek, who 
would not be on the committee, was hopeful at first. But he lost faith two years later when the committee issued what came to be 
known as the Condon Report.

He called the report “rambling” and “poorly organized” and Condon’s introductory summary “singularly slanted.” Though the rep ort 
cited numerous UFO incidents its researchers couldn’t explain, it concluded that “further extensive study of UFOs probably ca nnot 
be justified.” It was exactly what Hynek wouldn’t have wanted.

The following year, 1969, Project Blue Book shut down for good.

After Blue Book, a new chapter
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UFO expert Dr. J. Allen Hynek holds a pipe and one of his magazine editorials while serving as technical advisor for the film , 'Close 
Encounters of The Third Kind.'
Columbia Tristar/Getty Images

The end of Blue Book proved a turning point for Hynek. As O'Connell writes, he “found himself suddenly liberated from the 
frustrations, compromises and bullying of the U.S. Air Force. He was a free man.”

Meanwhile, sightings continued around the world—UFOs, Hynek later quipped, “apparently did not read the Condon Report”—and he 
went on with his research.

In 1972, he published his first book, The UFO Experience. Among its contributions to the field, it introduced Hynek’s classifications 
of UFO incidents he called Close Encounters.

Close Encounters of the First Kind meant UFOs seen at a close enough range to make out some details. In a Close Encounter of 
the Second Kind, the UFO had a physical effect, such as scorching trees, frightening animals or causing car motors to suddenl y 
conk out. In Close Encounters of the Third Kind, witnesses reported seeing occupants in or near a UFO.

Though less remembered now, Hynek also provided three classifications for more distant encounters. Those involved UFOs seen 
at night (“nocturnal lights”) during the day (“daylight discs”) or on radar screens (“radar/visual”).

The most dramatic of Hynek’s classifications, Close Encounters of the Third Kind, would, of course, become the title of a Ste ven 
Spielberg movie released in 1977. O'Connell reports that Hynek was paid $1,000 for the use of the title, another $1,000 for t he 

rights to use stories from the book and $1,500 for three days of technical consulting—hardly a windfall by Hollywood standards. He also 
had a brief cameo in the film, playing an awestruck scientist when the alien craft comes into close view.

In 1978, Hynek retired from teaching, but he continued to collect and evaluate UFO reports under the auspices of the Center for 
UFO Studies, which he had founded in 1973. The organization continues to this day.

Hynek died in 1986 at age 75, the result of a brain tumor. He hadn’t solved the riddle of UFOs but, perhaps more than anyone else, 
he had made trying to solve that riddle a legitimate scientific pursuit.

“The main thing I got from my father in this whole thing was how important it was to keep an open mind,” says his son, Joel H ynek, 
who as a young ham-radio operator used to record many of his father’s witness interviews. “He kept saying, ‘You know, we don’t 
know still everything there is to know about the universe… There could be aspects of physics that we haven’t come upon yet.’”

From <https://www.history.com/news/j-allen-hynek-ufos-project-blue-book> 
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Are UFOs Real? Close Encounters of the First, Second and Third Kinds
By: Suzie Dundas  |  Updated: Sep 30, 2021

Pilots from a Navy aircraft in 2014 described a "little white Tic-Tac-looking object," similar to the one seen here, moving above the water off California before it disappeared. GERAINT ROWLAND 
PHOTOGRAPHY/GETTY IMAGES

You don't have to be a Steven Spielberg fan to recognize the famous scene — a giant UFO hovering over Wyoming's Devils Tower, dotted with bright neon lights against a black sky. It's from the 
1977 movie "Close Encounters of the Third Kind," and it's a perfect example of Hollywood science-fiction fantasy.
Or maybe not?
HSW General Knowledge Trivia 8

00:26
/

01:43

OK — "Close Encounters of the Third Kind" is fiction, but it's inspired by more than just a smart screenwriter. According to both the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON) and the National UFO Reporting Center 
(NUFORC), the remote, northern American West is a hot spot for reports of alien encounters. Of course, not all are close encounters of the "third" kind.
Like the 1977 film, if you're lucky enough to see a creature of this other world, congratulations! That's a close encounter o f the third kind. But what about close encounters of the first and second 
kind? What are those? (We'll get to that in a minute.) And who came up with them?

J. Allen Hynek and UFOs
A UFO encounter classification system may seem like it was made up by RV -dragging, desert-dwelling conspiracy theorists, but it was created by J. Allen Hynek, a well-respected astronomer, 
defense researcher, and director of The Ohio State University's McMillin Observatory.
The U.S. Air Force approached Hynek with concerns about a growing number of reports of unexplained aircraft sightings through out the country in the late 1940s. Hynek studied more than 200 
reports and found that about 20 percent couldn't be identified. Hynek reported that he didn't see these "unidentified flying objects" as being of particular interest, but the public did, and the term 
caught on in the American zeitgeist.
Hynek continued to study well-publicized UFO sightings and consulted on the Air Force's Project Blue Book. But it wasn't until October 1973 when he investigated a Pascagoula, Mississippi, case in 
which two men reported being abducted by aliens that he decided there should be a classification for UFO sightings. Hynek bel ieved the men were truthful and even gave the press sketches of the 
aliens who took the men hostage. He launched the Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS) soon after.

Close Encounter Scale
Sunday, April 17, 2022 8:25 AM
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aliens who took the men hostage. He launched the Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS) soon after.

A close encounter of the first kind would be described as seeing a UFO that doesn't leave any sort of trace that it was there .
DAVID WALL/GETTY IMAGES

Classifying UFO Encounters
The Mississippi event also prompted Hynek to write his 1972 book " The UFO Experience: A Scientific Inquiry," in which he famously laid out the three classes of "close encounters:"

Close encounter of the first kind: Someone simply observes a UFO but it leaves no evidence.•
Close encounter of the second kind: A UFO leaves physical traces it was present, such as burns on the ground or broken branches.•
Close encounter of the third kind: A person makes contact with a UFO or other life form.•

"A close encounter of the first kind is a visual sighting of a UFO. The second kind involves the UFO leaving some kind of a p hysical effect in its wake, and the third kind would involve the sighting of a 
UFO occupant," says Dr. Barna Donovan, a professor of communication and media studies at Saint Peter's University in Jersey City, New Jersey. Donovan also teaches a class on the history of 
conspiracies and is the author of "Conspiracy Films: A Tour of Dark Places in the American Conscious ."
Though Hynek died in 1996, other researchers have taken up the charge and since added additional encounter types: a close enc ounter of the fourth kind covers alleged alien abductions while a 
close encounter of the fifth type includes — according to most sources — communication exchange between humans and non -Earth creatures.
"This broad five-point typology is the most effective way of categorizing alleged UFO encounters, although by the time researchers get to the close encounters of the fourth and fifth kind, they are 
dealing with the most controversial aspects of the phenomenon," Donovan says.
Though Hynek's classification system is the one most used by science -based UFO researchers, it's not the only one. Some UFOlogists, as they're called, use sub-classifications within each kind. 
These subtypes further classify encounter by factors such as where the creature was seen (inside or outside the UFO) and whether lights were seen at night or during the day.
And if you want to get really into it, you can rate each encounter on the Rio Scale, which was developed at the 51st International Astronautical Congress, 29th Review Meeting on the Search for 
Extraterrestrial Intelligence in 2000. The Rio Scale uses factors like reliability and quality of reporting to give each encounter a rating. Zero means a totally insignificant en counter, and 10 indicates an 
"extraordinary" sighting worthy of serious study.

Why Classify UFO Encounters Anyway?
Of course, both of these systems raise a question: Why bother spending much time on classification systems when aliens aren't real? Donovan — who is himself a skeptic — says it's the roughly 10 
percent of cases that can't be explained that are of interest to science.
"About 90 percent of sightings are misidentified aircraft, weather phenomena or sleep disorders [like sleep paralysis] of peo ple reporting abduction experiences and experimentation upon by aliens," 
he says. But the other percentage is proof of one of two things: either a legitimate extraterrestrial presence or some type o f phenomenon that science can't yet explain. To enthusiasts with a healthy 
imagination, either one is a massively exciting prospect.
However, perhaps an equally interesting aspect of alien encounter classifications is just how much the people who report alie n abductions vary in age, location and background. While a small 
percentage actively seek encounters, Donovan says that most people are skeptics who often try to explain away what they've se en.
"It is not good to want to believe too much," he says. "People should be well versed in the ways of skeptical, critical obser vational methods." That said, Donovan points to cases like the Hill 
Abduction of 1961 as one of the very few textbook abductions that science can't fully explain more than 60 years later.

Donovan finds the unexplained sightings by the military — which are of the first and second kind only — the most fascinating and most likely to be actual proof of non -Earth-based life. These reports, some of 
which were confirmed by the Pentagon, are more recent and often recorded by the government via radar and military cameras. The visual evidence is often documente d in several places by multiple 

witnesses removed from one another, which is far harder to explain away than phenomena like the " Marfa Lights" (likely headlines reflecting in the distance) or the 1947 "Roswell Incident."

The more rare close encounter of the third kind is when a person reportedly sees or even makes contact with a lifeform from o utside of planet Earth.
DAVID WALL/GETTY IMAGES
Now That's Crazy
If you have hope of being in the "lucky" 10 percent of people who report unexplainable encounters, you may actually want to f ollow in cinema footsteps: the National UFO Reporting Center 
(NUFORC) has 380 reports of UFO sightings in Wyoming, with reports from the Devils Tower area citing visuals like "multiple orbs of green light frantically moving around in a se emingly random 
fashion." Though if you want to maximize your chances of a full -on encounter, head to California, which tops NUFORC's list with nearly 15,000 reports since 1975. Take note, Steven Spielberg .

From <https://science.howstuffworks.com/space/aliens -ufos/ufo-classification.htm> 
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Unidentified Flying Objects and Air Force Project Blue Book

From 1947 to 1969, the Air Force investigated Unidentified Flying Objects under Project Blue Book. The project, headquartered at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, was terminated Dec. 17, 1969. Of a total of 
12,618 sightings reported to Project Blue Book, 701 remained "unidentified."

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an evaluation of a report prepared by the University of Colorado entitled, "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" a review of the University of 
Colorado's report by the National Academy of Sciences; previous UFO studies and Air Force experience investigating UFO reports during 1940 to 1969.

As a result of these investigations, studies and experience gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the conclusions of Project Blue Book were:

No UFO reported, investigated and evaluated by the Air Force was ever an indication of threat to our national security;

There was no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized as "unidentified" represented technological developments or principles beyond the range of modern scientific knowledge; 
and

There was no evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" were extraterrestrial vehicles.

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force regulation establishing and controlling the program for investigating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. Documentation regarding the former Blue Book 
investigation was permanently transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives and Records Service, and is available for public review and analysis.

Since the termination of Project Blue Book, nothing has occurred that would support a resumption of UFO investigations by the Air Force. Given the current environment of steadily decreasing defense budgets, it is 
unlikely the Air Force would become involved in such a costly project in the foreseeable future.

There are a number of universities and professional scientific organizations that have considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings and seminars. A list of private organizations interested in aerial phenomena 
may be found in "Encyclopedia of Associations," published by Gale Research. Interest in and timely review of UFO reports by private groups ensures that sound evidence is not overlooked by the scientific community. 
Persons wishing to report UFO sightings should be advised to contact local law enforcement agencies.

From <https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/104590/unidentified-flying-objects-and-air-force-project-blue-book/> 

Termination of the Project
Sunday, April 17, 2022 9:58 AM
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Scientists come up with revised ‘Rio scale’ to rate claims of 
extraterrestrial contact

SETI pioneer Jill Tarter pays a visit to the Allen Telescope Array in California, one of the prime sites for the search for e xtraterrestrial intelligence. (Credit: SETI Institute)
For almost 60 years, efforts to pick up signs of extraterrestrial civilizations have yielded a big fat zero, but there have been plenty of false alarms to contend with.

To provide a reality check, the International Academy of Astronautics adopted a 1 -to-10 rating system for claims of contact, known as the Rio scale, back in the early 2000s. Now a group of 
astronomers is proposing a “Rio 2.0” scale that brings the reality check up to date.

They hope Rio 2.0 will serve the same purpose in the search for extraterrestrial intelligence, or SETI, that the magnitude scale serves for earthquakes, the Fujita scale serves for tornadoes, and 
the Torino scale serves for asteroids.

The Rio scale rates the importance of a SETI claim. (IAA Graphic)
“The whole world knows about the Richter scale for quantifying the severity of an earthquake; that number is reported immedia tely following a quake and subsequently refined as more data are 
consolidated,” Jill Tarter, co-founder of the SETI Institute, said today in a news release.

“The SETI community is attempting to create a scale that can accompany reports of any claims of the detection of extraterrest rial intelligence and be refined over time as more data become 
available,” said Tarter, who’s one of the researchers behind Rio 1.0 and 1.1 as well as Rio 2.0.

Like the original scale, the new metric considers the credibility of a claim for contact (δ) as well as its potential signifi cance (Q), encapsulated in a formula (R = Q * δ).

The original scale had only one question aimed at judging credibility, with answers ranging from “absolutely reliable” to “obviously fake.” The new scale, described today in the International 
Journal of Astrobiology, gets a little more granular. Seven questions address how much credence a given report should get:

How much uncertainty is there about whether the phenomenon actually occurred?•

How amenable to study is the phenomenon?•

Is the discoverer of the phenomenon the same entity that predicted such a phenomenon would indicate the presence of alien int elligence?•

Does the phenomenon look like a known instrumental or psychological effect?•

What do the builders of the detecting instrument, or the experts on the detection method, say about the phenomenon?•

Is there a good reason to think the phenomenon is a hoax?•

How does a wide community of experts assess the probability that there’s a natural or human-related cause for the phenomenon?•

Points are given based on the answers to those questions, and factored together to produce a zero -to-1 value on the credibility scale. That, in turn, is factored in with the answers to questions 
about how far away the source of the signal is, whether it’s possible to communicate with the signal’s source, and whether th e signal’s sender is likely to be aware of us humans and our 
technology.

Like Rio 1.0, the Rio 2.0 scale ends up with a number between zero and 10, from no importance to extraordinary importance. “N o current signal, not even the famous ‘Wow! Signal’ … currently 
scores greater than 1 on either Rio 1.1 or Rio 2.0,” the newly published study’s authors report.

Lead author Duncan Forgan, a founding member of the Center for Exoplanet Science at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland, said the new scale was drawn up in response to the changes 
that have taken place in the media landscape.

“It’s absolutely crucial that when we talk about something so hugely significant as the discovery of intelligent life beyond the Earth, we do it clearly and carefully,” Forgan said. “Having Rio 2.0 
allows us to rank a signal quickly in a way that the general public can easily understand, and helps us keep their trust in a world filled with fake news.”

The revised scale has now been submitted to the International Academy of Astronautics’ Permanent Committee on SETI for offici al ratification.

In addition to Forgan and Tarter, the authors of “Rio 2.0: Revising the Rio Scale for SETI Detections” include Jason Wright, Eric Korpela, Andrew Siemion, Iván Almár and Elisabeth Piotelat.

From <https://www.geekwire.com/2018/scientists-come-revised-rio-scale-rate-claims-extraterrestrial-contact/> 
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MAJESTIC 12
AND THE SECRET GOVERNMENT

By William Cooper

Before Majestic 12

During the years following World War II the Government of the United States was confronted with a series of events which were to change beyond prediction its future and with it the future of humanity. These 

events were so incredible that they defied belief. A stunned President Truman and his top military Commanders found themselve s virtually impotent after having just won the most devastating and costly war 

in history. The United States had developed, used, and was the only nation on earth in possession of the Atomic Bomb which al one had the potential to destroy any enemy, and even the Earth itself. At that 

time the United States had the best economy, the most advanced technology, the highest standard of living, exerted the most i nfluence, and fielded the largest and most powerful military forces in history.

We can only imagine the confusion and concern when the informed elite of the United States Government discovered that an alien spacecraft piloted by insect like beings from a totally incomprehensible 

culture had crashed in the desert of New Mexico.
Between January 1947 and December 1952 at least 16 crashed or downed alien craft, 65 alien bodies, and 1 live alien were recovered. An additional alien craft had exploded and nothing was recovered from 

that incident. Of these incidents, 13 occurred within the borders of the United States not including the craft which disinteg rated in the air. Of these 13, 1 was in Arizona, 11 were in New Mexico, and 1 was in 

Nevada. Three occured in foreign countries. Of those 1 was in Norway, and the last 2 were in Mexico. Sightings of UFO's were so numerous that serious investigation and debunking of each report became 

impossible utilizing the existing intelligence assets.

Alien-Earth Presence

An alien craft was found on February 13, 1948 on a mesa near Aztec, New Mexico. Another craft was located on March 25, 1948 i n Hart Canyon near Aztec, New Mexico. It was 100 feet in diameter. A total of 

17 alien bodies were recovered from those two craft. Of even greater significance was the discovery of a large number of human body parts stored within both of these vehicles. A demon had reared its ugly 

head and paranoia quickly took hold of everyone then "in the know." The secret lid immediately became an Above Top Secret lid and was screwed down tight. The security blanket was even tighter than that 
imposed upon the Manhattan Project. In the coming years these events were to become the most closely guarded secrets in the h istory of the world.

A special group of America's top scientists were organized and a program under the name Project Sign was created in December of 1947 to study the phenomenon. The whole nasty business was contained 

within the shroud of secrecy. Project Sign evolved into Project Grudge in December of 1948. A low level collection and disinformation project named Blue Book was formed under Grudge. 16 volumes were to 
come out of Grudge including the controversial "Grudge 13" which I and Bill English saw, read, and revealed to the public. "B lue Teams" were put together to recover the crashed disks and dead or alive aliens. 

The Blue Teams were later to evolve into Alpha Teams under Project Pounce [and Project Pluto -- ab].
During these early years the United States Air Force and the CIA exercised complete control over the Alien Secret. In fact th e CIA was formed by Presidential Executive Order first as the Central Intelligence 

Group for the express purpose of dealing with the alien presence. Later the National Security Act (NSA) was established to oversee the intelligence community and especially the alien endeavor. A series of 
National Security Council memos and Executive Orders removed the CIA from the sole task of gathering foreign intelligence and slowly but thoroughly "legalized" direct action in the form of covert activities at 

home and abroad.

Intelligence Gathering

On December 9, 1947, Truman approved issuance of NSC-4, entitled "Coordination of Foreign Intelligence Information Measures" at the urging of Secretaries Marshall, Forrestal, Pat terson, and the director of 

the State Department's Policy Planning Staff, Kennan.
The Foreign and Military Intelligence, Book 1, "Final Report of the Select Committee to Study Governmental operations with respect to Intelligence Activities." United States Senate, 94th Congress, 2nd 

Session, Report No. 94-755, April 26, 1976, page 49 states: "This directive enpowered the secretary of state to coordinate overseas information acti vities designed to counter communism. A top secret annex 
to NSC-4, NSC-4A, instructed the director of Central Intelligence to undertake covert psychological activities in pursuit of the aims set f orth in NSC-4. The initial authority given the CIA for covert operations 

under NSC-4A did not establish formal procedures for either coordinating or approving these operations. It simply directed the DCI to " undertake covert actions and ensure, through liaison with State and 
Defense, that the resulting operations were consistent with American policy."

Later NSC-10/1 and NSC-10/2 were to supersede NSC-4 and NSC-4A and expand the covert abilities even further. The Office of Policy Coordination (OPC) was chartered to carry out an expanded program of 

covert activities. NSC-10/1 and NSC-10/2 validated illegal and extra-legal practices and procedures as being agreeable to the national security leadership. The reaction was swift. In the eyes of the intelligence 

community "no holes were barred". Under NSC-10/1 an Executive Coordination Group, was established to review, but not approve, covert project proposals. The CG was secret ly tasked to coordinate the alien 

projects. NSC-10/1 and NSC-10/2 were interpreted to mean that no one at the top wanted to know about anything until it was over and successful. these ac tions established a buffer between the President 

and the information. It was intended that this buffer serve as a means for the President to deny knowledge if leaks divulged the true state of affairs.

This buffer was used in later years for the purpose of effectively isolating succeeding Presidents from the knowledge of the alien presence other than what the Secret Government and the intelligence 

community wanted them to know. NSC-10/2 established a study panel which met secretly and was made up of scientific minds of the day. The study panel was NOT cal led MJ-12. Another NSC memo, 

NSC-10/5 further outlined the duties of the study panel. These NSC memos and secret Executive Orders set the stage for the creati on of MJ-12 only 4 years later.
First Victim of the Cover-up

Secretary of defense James Forrestal began to object to the secrecy. He was a very idealistic and religious man who believed that the public should be told. When he began to talk to leaders of the opposition 

party and leaders of congress about the alien problem he was asked to resign by Truman. He expressed his fears to many people and rightfully believed that he was being watched. This was interpreted by 
those who were ignorant of the facts as paranoia. Forrestal later was said to have suffered a mental breakdown and was admitt ed to Bethesda Naval Hospital. In fact it was feared that Forrestal would begin to 

talk again and he had to be isolated and discredited. Sometime in the early morning of May 22, 1949 agents of the CIA tied a sheet around his neck, fastened the other end to a fixture in his room and threw 
James Forrestal out the window. The sheet tore and he plummeted to his death. He became one of the first victims of the cover -up.

EBE

The live alien that had been taken from the 1947 Roswell crash was named EBE. The name had been suggested by Dr. Vannever Bush and was short for Extraterrestrial Biological Entity. EBE had a tendency to 

lie and for over a year would give only the desired answer to questions asked. Those questions which would have resulted in an undesirable answer went unanswered. At some point during the second year of 

captivity he began to open up and the information derived from EBE was startling, to say the least. This compilation of his r evelations became the foundation of what would later be called the "Yellow Book". 

Photographs were taken of EBE which, among others, I and Bill English were to view years later in GRUDGE 13. In late 1951 EBE became ill. Medical personnel had been unable to determine the cause of EBE's 

illness and had no background from which to draw. EBE's system was chlorophyll based and he processed food into energy much t he same as plants. Waste material was excreted the same as plants. It was 

decided that an expert on botany was called for. A botanist, Dr. Guillermo Mendoza, was brought in to try and help him recove r. Dr. Mendoza worked to save EBE until mid-1952 when EBE died. Dr. Mendoza 

became an expert on alien biology.

In a futile attempt to save EBE and to gain favor with this technologically superior alien race the United States began broad casting a call for help early in 1952 into the vast regions of space. The call went 

unanswered but the project continued as an effort of good faith.

Creation of the NSA

President Truman created the super secret National Security Agency by secret Executive Order on November 4,1952. Its primary purpose was to decipher the alien communications and language and establish 

a dialogue with the aliens. This most urgent task was a continuation of the earlier effort and was code named SIGMA. The secondary purpose of the NSA was to monitor all communications and emissions from 

any and all devices worldwide for the purpose of gathering intelligence, both human and alien, and to contain the secret of the alien presence. Project SIGMA was successful. The NSA also maintains 

communications with the Luna base and other secret space programs. By Executive Order the NSA is exempt from all laws which d o not specifically name the NSA in the text of the law as being subject to that 

law. That means that if the agency is not spelled out in the text of any and every law passed by the Congress it is not subject to that or those laws. The NSA now performs many other duties and in fact is the 

premiere agency whithin the intelligence community. Today NSA receives 75% of the moneys allotted to the intelligence communi ty. The old saying "where the money goes therein the power resides" is true. 

The DCI today is a figurehead maintained as a public ruse. The primary task of the NSA is still alien communications but now includes other Alien projects as well.

President Truman had been keeping our allies, including the Soviet Union, informed of the developing alien problem since the Roswell recovery. This had been done in case the aliens turned out to be a threat 

to the human race. Plans were formulated to defend the Earth in case of invasion. Great difficulty was encountered in maintai ning international secrecy. It was decided that an outside group was necessary to 

coordinate and control international efforts in order to hide the secret from the normal scrutiny of governments by the press . The result was the formation of a secret society known as the "Bilderburgers". The 

headquarters of this group is in Geneva, Switzerland. The Bilderburgers evolved into a secret world government that now contr ols everything. The United Nations was then, and is now, an international joke.

A New President

In 1953 a new man occupied the White House. He was a man used to a structured staff organization with a chain of command. His method was to delegate authority and rule by committee. He made major 

decisions but only when his advisors were unable to come to consensus. His normal method was to read through or listen to several alternatives and then approve one. Those who worked closely with him 

have stated that his favorite comment was, "just do whatever it takes". He spent a lot of time on the golf course. This was not all unusual for a man who had been career Army with the ultimate position of 
Supreme Allied Commander during the war. A post which carried 5 stars along with it. This president was General of the Army Dwight David Eisenhower.

During his first year in office, 1953, at least 10 more alien crashed disks were recovered along with 26 dead and 4 live aliens. Of the 10, 4 were found in Arizona, 2 in Texas, 1 in New Mexico, 1 in Louisiana, 1 

in Montana, and 1 in South Africa. There were hundreds of sightings.
Eisenhower knew that he had to wrestle and beat the alien problem. He knew that he could not do it be revealing the secret to the Congress. Early in 1953 the new president turned to his friend and fellow 

member of the Council on Foreign relations, Nelson Rockefeller for help with the alien problem. Eisenhower and Rockefeller began planning the secret structure of alien task supervision which was to become a 

reality within one year. The idea for MJ-12 was thus born. It was Nelson's Uncle Winthrop Aldrich who had been crucial in convincing Eisenhower to run for President. The whole Rockefeller family and with 

them the Rockefeller empire had solidly backed Ike. Asking Rockefeller for help with the alien problem was to be the biggest mistake Eisenhower ever made for the future of the United States and most 

probably all of humanity.

Within 1 week of Eisenhower's election he had appointed Nelson Rockefeller chairman of a Presidential Advisory Committee on Government Organization. Rockefeller was responsible for planning the 

reorganization of the government. New Deal programs went into 1 single cabinet position called the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. When the Congress approved the new cabinet position in 

April of 1953, Nelson was named to the post of Undersecretary to Oveta Culp Hobby.
Heading For Earth

In 1953 astronomers discovered large objects in space which were moving towards Earth. It was first believed that they were a steroids. Later evidence proved that the objects could only be spaceships. Project 

Sigma intercepted alien radio communication. When the objects reached the Earth they took up a very high orbit around the equator. There were several huge ships, and their actual intent was unknown. 
Project Sigma, and a new project, Plato, through radio communications using the computer binary language, was able to arrange a landing that resulted in face to face contact with alien beings from another 

planet. Project Plato was tasked with establishing diplomatic relations with this alien race of space aliens.
In the meantime a race of human-looking aliens contacted the U.S. Government. This alien group warned us against the aliens that were orbiting the Equator and offered to help us with our spiritual 

development. They demanded that we dismantle and destroy our nuclear weapons as the major condition. They refused to exchange technology citing that we were spiritually unable to handle the technology 
which we then possessed. They believed that we would use any new technology to destroy each other. This race stated that we were on a path of self-destruction and we must stop killing each other, stop 

polluting the earth, stop raping the Earth's natural resources, and learn to live in harmony. These terms were met with extreme suspicion especially the major condition of nuclear disarmament. It was believed 
that meeting that condition would leave us helpless in the face of an obvious alien threat. We also had nothing in history to help with the decision. Nuclear disarmament was not considered to be within the 

best interest of the United States. The overtures were rejected.
Later in 1954 the race of large nosed gray aliens which had been orbiting the Earth landed at Holloman Air Force base. A basi c agreement was reached. This race identified themselves as originating from a 

planet around a red star in the Constellation of Orion which we call Betelgeuse. They stated that their planet was dying and that at some unknown future time they would'nt be able to survive there. This l ed to 

a second landing at Edwards Air Force base. The historical event had been planned in advance and details of the treaty had been agreed upon. Eisenhower arranged to be in Palm Springs on vacation. On the 
appointed day the President was spirited away to the base and the excuse was given to the press that he was visiting a dentis t.

Formal Treaty Signed

President Eisenhower met with the aliens and a formal treaty between the Alien Nation and the United States of America was si gned. We then received our first Alien Ambassador from outer space. His name 

and title was his "Omnipotent Highness Krlll", pronounced Krill. In the American tradition of disdain for royal titles, he was secretly called "Original Hostage Krlll". You should know that the alien flag is known 

as the "Trilateral Insignia". It is displayed on their craft and worn on their uniforms. Both of these landings and the second meeting were filmed. The films exist today.

The Treaty stated: The aliens would not interfere in our affairs and we would not interfere in theirs. We would keep their presence on earth a secret. They would furnish us with advanced technology and would 

Majestic 12
Sunday, April 17, 2022 8:34 AM

   E4E12 Project Bluebook Page 16    



The Treaty stated: The aliens would not interfere in our affairs and we would not interfere in theirs. We would keep their pr esence on earth a secret. They would furnish us with advanced technology and would 

help us in our technological development. They would not make any treaty with any other earth nation. They could abduct humans on a limited and periodic basis for the purpose of medical examination and 

monitoring of our development with the stipulation that the humans would not be harmed, would be returned to their point of abduction, that the humans would have no memory of the event, and that the 

alien nation would furnish MJ-12 a list of all human contacts and abductees on a regularly scheduled basis. It was agreed that each nation would recieve the Ambassador of the other for as long as the treaty 

remained in force. It was further agreed that the Alien Nation and the United States would exchange 16 personnel each to the other with the purpose of learning, each of the other.

Underground Bases

The Alien "Guests" would remain on earth and the "human guests" would travel to the Alien point of origin for a specified per iod of time then return, at which point a reverse exchange would be made. It was 

also agreed that bases would be constructed underground for the use of the Alien nation and that 2 bases would be constructed for the joint use the the Alien nation and the United States Government. 

Exchange of technology would take place in the jointly occupied bases. These alien bases would be constructed under Indian re servations in the 4 corners area of Utah, New Mexico, Arizona, and Colorado, and 

1 would be constructed in Nevada in the area known as S-4 located approximately 7 miles south of the western border of Area 51. All alien bases are under complete control of the Dep artment of Naval 

Intelligence and all personel who work in these complexes receive their checks from the Navy. Construction of the bases began immediately but progress was slow until large amounts of money were made 

available in 1957. Work continued on the "Yellow Book".
Area 51 and S-4

Project REDLIGHT was formed and experimentation in test flying alien aircraft was begun in earnest. A super top-secret facility was built at Groom Lake in Nevada in the midst of the weapons test range. It 

was code named DREAMLAND. The installation was placed under the Department of the Navy and clearance of all personnel required "Q" clearance as well as Executive (Presidential) approval. This is ironic 
due to the fact that the President of the United States does not have clearance to visit the site. The alien base and exchange of technology actually took place in an area known as S-4. Area S-4 was code 

named "The Dark Side of the Moon".

The Army was tasked to form a super secret organization to furnish security for all alien tasked projects. This organization became the National Reconnaissance Organization based at Fort Carson, Colorado. 

The specific teams trained to secure the projects were called DELTA.
A second project code named SNOWBIRD was promulgated to explain away any sightings of the REDLIGHT crafts as being Air Force experiments. The SNOWBIRD crafts were manufactured using conventional 

technology and were flown for the press on several occasions. Project SNOWBIRD was also used to debunk legitimate public sigh tings of alien craft (UFO's). Project SNOWBIRD was very successful and reports 

from the public decline steadily until recent years.
Secret Funding

A multi-million dollar secret fund was organized and kept by the Military Office of the White House. This fund was used to build over 75 deep underground facilities. Presidents who asked were told the fund 

was used to build deep underground shelters for the President in case of war. Only a few were built for the President. Millio ns of dollars were funneled through this office to MJ-12 and then out to the 

contractors and was used to build top-secret alien bases as well as top-secret DUMB (Deep Underground Military Bases), and facilities promulgated by "Alternative 2", throughout the nation. Presiden t Johnson 

used this fund to build a movie theatre and pave the road on his ranch. He had no idea of its purpose.
The secret White House Underground Construction fund was set up in 1957 by President Eisenhower. The funding was obtained from Congress under the guise of "construction and maintenance of secret sites 

where the President could be taken in case of military attack: Presidential Emergency Sites". The sites are literally holes i n the ground, deep enough to withstand a nuclear blast and are outfitted with state of 
the art communications equipment. To date there are more than seventy five sites spread around the country which were built u sing money from this fund. The Atomic Energy Commission has built at least an 

additional 22 underground sites.

The location and everything to do with these sites were and are considered and treated as top-secret. The money was and is in control of the Military Office of the White House, and was and is laundered 

through a circuitous web that even the most knowledgeable spy or accountant can not follow. As of 1980 only a few at the beginning and end of this web knew what the money was for. At the beginning were 

Representative George Mahon, of Texas, and the chairman of the House Appropriations Committee and of its Defense Subcommittee : and Representative Robert Sikes, of Florida, chairman of the House 

Appropriations Military Construction Subcommittee. Today it is rumored that House Speaker Jim Wright controls the money in Congress and that a power struggle is underway to remove him. At the end of the 

line were the President, MJ-12, the director of the Military Office and a commander at the Washington Navy Yard.

The money was authorized by the Appropriation Committee who allocated it to the Department of Defense as a top-secret item in the army construction program. The Army, however, could not spend it and in 

fact did not even know what it was for. Authorization to spend the money was in reality given to the Navy. The money was chan neled to the Chesapeake Division of the Navy Engineers who did not know what 

it was for either. Not even the Commanding Officer, who was an Admiral, knew what the fund was to be used for. Only one man, a Navy Commander, who was assigned to the Chesapeake Division but in 

reality was responsible only to the Military Office of the White House knew of the actual purpose, amount, and ultimate desti nation of the top-secret fund. The total secrecy surrounding the fund meant that 

almost every trace of it could be made to disappear by the very few people who controlled it. There has never been and most l ikely never will be an audit of this secret money.

Large amounts of money were transferred from the top-secret fund to a location at Palm Beach, Florida that belongs to the Coast Guard called Peanut Island. The island is adjacent to property which was 

onwed by Joseph Kennedy. The money was said to have been used for landscaping and general beautification. Some time ago a TV news special on the Kennedy assassination told of a Coast Guard Officer 

transferring money in a briefcase to a Kennedy employee across this property line. Could this have been a secret payment to t he Kennedy family for the loss of their son John F. Kennedy? The payments 

continued through the year 1967 and then stopped. The total amount transferred is unknown and the actual use of the money is unknown.
Meanwhile, Nelson Rockefeller changed positions again. This time he was to take C.D. Jackson's old position which had been ca lled the Special Assistant for Psychological Strategy. With Nelson's appointment 

the name was changed to the Special Assistant for Cold War Strategy. This position would evolve over the years into the same position Henry Kissinger was ultimately to hold under President Nixon. Officially 
he was to give "Advice and assistance in development of increased understanding and cooperation among all peoples". The offic ial description was a smoke screen for security he was the Presidential 

Coordinator for the Intelligence Community. In his new post, Rockefeller reported directly, and only, to the President. He at tended meetings of the Cabinet, the Council on Foreign Economic Policy, and the 
National Security Council which was the highest policy-making body in the government.

Nelson Rockefeller was also given a second important job as the head of a secret unit called the Planning Coordination Group which was formed under NSC 5412/1 in March of 1955. The group consisted of 

different ad hoc members depending on the subject of the agenda. The basic members were Rockefeller, a representative of the Dept. of State, and the Director of Central Intelligence. It was soon called the 

"3412 Committee" of the "Special Group". NSC 5412/1 established the rule that covert operations were subject to approval by an executive committee, whereas in the past these operations were initiated 

solely on the authority of the Director of Central Intelligence.

Founding of MJ-12

By secret Executive Memorandum, NSC 5410, Eisenhower had preceded NSC 5412/1 in 1954 to establish a permanent committee (not ad hoc) to be known as Majority Twelve (MJ-12) to oversee and conduct 

all covert activities concerned with the alien question. NSC 5412/1 was created to explain the purpose of these meetings when Congress and the Press became curious. Majority Twelve was made up of Nelson 

Rockefeller, the director of the CIA Allen Welsh Dulles, the Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, the Secretary of Defense Charles E.Wilson, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Arthur W. Radford, 

the Director of the FBI J. Edgar Hoover, and six men from the executive committee of the Council on Foreign Relations known a s the "Wise Men". These men were all members of a secret society of scholars 
that called themselves "The Jason Society", or "The Jason Scholars" who recruited their members from the "Skull and Bones" an d the "Scroll and Key" societies of Harvard and Yale.

The "Wise Men" were key members of the Council on Foreign Relations. There were 12 members including the first 6 from Governm ent positions thus Majority Twelve. This group was made up over the years 

of the top officers and directors of the Council on Foreign Relations and later the Trilateral Commission. Gordan Dean, George Bush, and Zbigniew Brzezinski were among them. The most important and 

influential of the "Wise Men" who served on MJ-12 were Jogn McCloy, Robert Lovett, Averell Harriman, Charles Bohlen, George Kennan, and Dean Acheson. It is significant that President Eisenhower as well as 

the first 6 MJ-12 members from the Government were also members of the Council on Foreign Relations.Thorough researchers will soon discover that not all of the "Wise Men" attended Harvard or Yale and 

not all of them were chosen for "Skull and Bones" or "Scroll and Key" membership during their college years. You will be able to quickly clear up this mystery by obtaining the book "The Wise Men" by Walter 

Issacson and Even Thomas, Simon and Schuster, New York. Under illustration #9 in the center of the book you will find the cap tion "Lovett with the Yale Unit, above far right, and on the beach his initiation 

into Skull and Bones came at an air base near Dunkirk". I have found that members were chosen on an ongoing basis by invitati on based upon merit post college and was not confined to only Harvard or Yale 

attendees.

A chosen few were later initiated into the Jason Society. They are all members of the Council on Foreign Relations and at tha t time were known as the "Eastern Establishment". This should give you a clue to 

the far reaching and serious nature of these most secret college societies. The Jason Society is alive and well today but now includes members of the Trilateral Commission as well. The Trilateralists existed 

secretly several years BEFORE 1973. The name of the Trilateral Commission was taken from the alien flag known as the "Trilate ral Insignia".

Majority Twelve was to survive right up to the present day. Under Eisenhower and Kennedy it was erroneously called the "8412 Committee" or more correctly, the "Special Group". in the Johnson 

administration it became the "303 Committee" because the name 5412 had been compromised in the book "The Secret Government" a ctually NSC 5412/1 was leaked to the author to hide existence of NSC 

5410. Under Nixon, Ford, and Carter it was called the "40 Committee", and under Reagan, it became the "PI -40 Committee". Over all those years only the name changed.

Deception and Mutilations

By 1955 it became obvious the aliens had deceived Eisenhower and had broken the treaty. Mutilated humans were being found along with mutilated animals all across the United States. It was suspected that 

the aliens were not submitting a complete list of human contacts and abductees to MJ-12 and it was suspected that not all abductees had been returned. The Soviet Union was suspected of interacting with 

them and this proved to be true. It was learned that the aliens had been and were then manipulating masses of people through secret societies, witchcraft, magic, the occult, and religion. After several Air 

Force combat air engagements with alien craft it also became apparent that our weapons were no match against them.

In November 1955, NSC 5412/2 was issued establishing a study committee to explore "All factors which are involved in making and implementing of foreign policy in the nuclear age." This was only a blanket 

of snow that covered the real subject of study, the alien question.
The Study Group

By secret Executive Memorandum, NSC 5411 in 1954, President Eisenhower had commissioned the study group to "examine all the f acts, evidence, lies, and deception and discover the truth of the alien 

question. NSC5412/2 was only a cover that had become necessary when the press began inquiring as to the purpose of regular meetings of such important men. The first meetings began at Quantico Marine 

Base. The study group was made up of 35 members of the Council on Foreign Relations. Secret scholars known as "The Jason Soci ety" of the "Jason Scholars". Dr. Edward Teller was invited to participate, Dr. 

Zbigniew Brzezinski was the study director for the first 18 months. Dr. Henry Kissinger was chosen as the group's study direc tor for the second 18 months. Nelson Rockefeller was a frequent visitor during the 

study.

STUDY GROUP MEMBERS

Gordon Dean, Chairman

Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski, Study Director - 1st phase

Dr. Henry Kissinger, Study Director - 2nd phase

Dr. Edward Teller Maj. Gen. Richard C. Lindsay

Hanson W. Baldwin Lloyd V. Berkner

Frank C.Nash Paul H. Nitze

Charles P. Noyes Frank Pace, Jr.

James A. Perkins Don K. Price

David Rockefeller Oscar M. Ruebhausen

Lt. Gen. James M. Gavin Caryl P. Haskins

James T. Hill, Jr. Joseph E. Johnson

Mervin J. Kelly Frank Altschul

Hamilton Fish Armstrong Maj.Gen.James McCormack,Jr.

Robert R. Bowie McGeorge Bundy

William A.M. Burden John C. Campbell

Thomas K. Finletter George S. Franklin, Jr.

I. I. Rabi Roswell L. Gilpatrio

N. E. Halaby Gen. Walter Bedell Smith

Henry DeWolf Smyth Shields Warren

Carroll L. Wilson Arnold Wolfers

The second phase meetings were also held at the Marine Base at Quantico Virginia and the group became known as Quantico II. Nelson Rockefeller built a retreat somewhere in Maryland which could only be 

reached by air for MJ-12 and the study committee so that they could meet away from public scrutiny. This secret meeting place is known by the code name "The Country Club". Complete living, eating, 
recreation, library, and meeting facilities exist at the location.
The study group was "publicly" closed in the later months of 1958 and Henry Kissinger published what was officially termed the results in 1957 as "Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy" by Henry A. Kissinger, 
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The study group was "publicly" closed in the later months of 1958 and Henry Kissinger published what was officially termed th e results in 1957 as "Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy" by Henry A. Kissinger, 

published for the Council on Foreign Relations by Harper & Brothers, New York. In truth the manuscript had already been 80% w ritten while Kissinger was at Harvard. The study group continued veiled in 

secrecy. A clue to the seriousness Kissinger attached to the study can be found in statements by his wife and friends. Many o f them stated that Henry would leave home early each morning and return late 

each night without speaking to anyone or responding to anyone. It seemed as if he were in another world which held no room fo r anyone else.

These statements are very revealing. The revelations of the alien presence and actions during the study must have been a grea t shock. Henry Kissinger was definitely out of character during time surrounding 

these meetings. He would never again be affected in this manner no matter the seriousness of any subsequent event. On many oc casions he would work very late into the night after having already put in a 

full day. This behavior eventually led to divorce.

A major finding of the alien study was that the public could not be told as it was believed that this would most certainly lead to economic collapse, collapse of the religious structure, and national panic which 

would lead into anarchy. Secrecy thus continued. An offshoot of this finding was that if the public could not be told then the Congress could not be told, thus funding for the projects and research would have 

to come from outside the government. In the meantime money was to be obtained from the military budget and from CIA confident ial non-appropriated funds.

Genetic Experimentation

Another major finding was the aliens were using humans and animals for a source of glandular secretions, enzymes, hormonal secretions, blood and in horrible genetic experiments. The aliens explained these 

actions as necessary to their survival. They stated that their genetic structure had deteriorated and that they were no longe r able to reproduce. They stated that if they were unable to improve their genetic 

structure their race would soon cease to exist. We looked upon their explanations with extreme suspicion. Since our weapons were literally useless against the aliens, MJ-12 decided to continue friendly 

diplomatic relations with them until such time as we were able to develop a technology which would enable us to challenge them on a military basis. Overtures would have to be made to the Soviet Union, and 

other nations, to join forces for the survival of humanity. In the meantime plans were developed to research and construct 2 weapons systems using conventional and nuclear technology which would hopefully 

bring us to parity.

The results of the research were Projects JOSHUA and EXCALIBUR. Joshua was a weapon captured from the Germans which at that t ime was capable of shattering 4" thick armor plate at a range of two miles 

using low frequency sound waves, and it was believed that this weapon would be effective against the alien craft and beam weapons. Excalibur was a weapon carried by missile not to exceed 30,000 feet AGL, 

not to deviate from designated target more than 50 meters, would penetrate 1,000 meters of tufa hard packed soil such as that found in New Mexico, would carry a one megaton warhead, and was intended 

for use in destroying the aliens in their underground bases. Joshua was developed successfully but never used to my knowledge . Excalibur was not pushed until recent years and now there is an unprecedented 

effort to develop this weapon.

The events at Fatima in the early part of the century were scrutinized. On suspicion that it was alien manipulation, an intel ligence operation was put into motion to penetrate the secrecy surrounding the event. 

The United States utilized its Vatican moles that had been recruited and nurtured during WWII and soon obtained the entire Va tican study which included the prophecy. This prophecy stated that if man did not 

turn from evil and place himself at the feet of Christ the planet would self-destruct and the events described in the book of Revelations would indeed come to pass. It stated that a child would be born who 

would unite the world with a plan for world peace and a false religion beginning in 1992. By 1995 the people would descern that he was evil and was indeed the Anti-Christ. World War III would begin in the 

Middle East in 1995 with an invasion of Israel by a United Arab nation using conventional weapons which would culminate in a nuclear holocaust in the year 1999. Between 1999 and 2003 most of the life on 

this planet would suffer horribly and die as a result. The return of Christ would occur in the year 2011.

When the aliens were confronted with this finding they confirmed that it was true. The aliens explained that they had created us through hybridization and had manipulated the human race through religion, 

satanism, witchcraft, magic, and the occult. They further explained that they were capable of time travel and the events woul d indeed come to pass. Later exploitation of alien technology by the United States 

and the Soviet Union utilizing time travel confirmed the prophecy. The aliens showed a hologram which they claimed was the ac tual crucifixion of Christ, which the government filmed. We did not know 

whether to believe them or not. Were they using GENUINE religions to manipulate us, or were they indeed the source of our rel igions with which they had been manipulating us all along? Or was this the 

beginning of the genuine END TIMES and the RETURN OF CHRIST which had been predicted in the Bible? No one knew the answer.

A symposium was held in 1957 which was attended by some of the greatest scientific minds then living. They reached the conclu sion that by or shortly after the year 2,000 the planet WOULD self destruct due 

to increased population and man's exploitation of the environment WITHOUT ANY HELP FROM GOD OR THE ALIENS.

Alternatives 1, 2, and 3

By secret Executive Order of President Eisenhower, the Jason Scholars were ordered to study this scenario and make recommenda tions called "Alternatives 1, 2, and 3". "Alternative 1" was to use nuclear 

devices to blast holes in the Stratosphere from which the heat and pollution would escape into space. Change the human cultures from that of exploitation into cultures of environmental protection. Of the 

three this was decided to be the least likely to succeed due the inherent nature of man and the additional damage the nuclear explosions would themselves create. "Alternative 2" was to build a vast network 

of underground cities and tunnels in which a select representation of all cultures and occupations would survive and carry on the human race.The rest of humanity would be left to fend for themselves on the 

surface of the planet. "Alternative 3" was to exploit the alien and conventional technology in order for a select few to leave the earth and establish colonies in outer space. I am not able to confirm nor deny the 

existence of "Batch Consignments" of human slaves which would be used for the manual labor in the effort as part of the plan. The Moon, code named "Adam", would be the object of primary interest followed 

by the planet Mars, code named "Eve". As a delaying action, ALL THREE ALTERNATIVES included birth control, sterilization, and the introduction of deadly microbes to control or slow the growth of the Earth's 

population. AIDS is only ONE result of these plans. There are others. It was decided since the population must be reduced and controlled that it would be in the best interest of the human race to rid ourselves 

of the undesirable elements of our society. The joint U.S. & Soviet leadership dismissed "Alternative 1" but ordered work to begin on "Alternative 2 and 3" virtually at the same time.

In 1959 the Rand Corporation hosted a Deep Underground Construction Symposium. In the Symposium report, machines are pictured and described which could bore a tunnel 45 feet in diameter at the rate of 

5 feet per hour. It also displays pictures of huge tunnels and underground vaults containing what appear to be complex facili ties and possibly even cities. It appears that the previous 5 years of all out 
underground construction had made significant progress by that time.
The ruling powers decided that one means of funding the alien connected and other black market projects was to corner the ill egal drug market. A young ambitious member of the Council on Foreign Relations 

was approached. His name is George Bush who at the time was president and C.E.O. of Zapata Oil based in Texas. Zapata Oil was experimenting with the new technology of offshore drilling. It was correctly 

thought that the drugs could be shipped from South America to the offshore platforms by fishing boat where it would then be taken to shore by the normal transportation used for supplies and personnel. By 

this method, no customs or law enforcement agency would subject the cargo to search. George Bush agreed to help and organized the operation in conjunction with the CIA. The plan worked better than 
anyone had thought and has since expanded worldwide and there are now many other methods of bringing the illegal drugs into the country. It must always be remembered though that George Bush began 

sale of drugs to our children. The CIA now controls all the world's illegal drug markets.
The REAL Space Program

The "Official" space program was boosted by President Kennedy in his inaugural address when he mandated that the United States put a man on the moon before the end of the decade. Although innocent in 

its conception this mandate enabled those in charge to funnel vast amounts of money into black projects and conceal the REAL space program from the American people. A similar program in the Soviet Union 

served the same purpose. In fact a joint alien, United States, and Soviet Union base already existed on the moon at the very moment Kennedy spoke the words. On May 22, 1962 a space probe landed on 

Mars and confirmed the existence of an environment which could support life. Not long afterward the construction of a colony on the planet Mars began in earnest. Today cities exist on Mars populated by 
specifically selected people from different cultures and occupations taken from all over the Earth. A public charade of antagonism between the Soviet Union and the United States has been maintained over all 

these years in order to fund projects in the name of National Defense when in fact we are the closest allies.
Kennedy Assassination

At some point President Kennedy discovered portions of the truth concerning the drugs and the aliens. He issued an ultimatum in 1963 to MJ-12. President Kennedy assured them that if they didn't clean up 

the drug problem he would. He informed MJ-12 that he intended to reveal the presence of aliens to the American people within the following year and ordered a plan deve loped to implement his decision. 

President Kennedy was not a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and know nothing of "Alternative 2" or "Alternative 3" . Internationally the operations were supervised by MJ-12 and in the Soviet 
Union by its sister organization. President Kennedy's decision struck fear into the hearts of those in charge. His assissinat ion was ordered by the Policy Committee and the order was carried out by agents of 

MJ-12 in Dallas.

President John F. Kennedy was murdered by the Secret Service Agent who drove his car in the motorcade and the act is plainly visible in the film. WATCH THE DRIVER AND NOT KENNEDY WHEN YOU VIEW 

THE FILM. ALL of the witnesses who were close enough to the car to see William Greer shoot Kennedy were themselves all murder ed within the next two years of the event. The Warren Commission was a 

farce and Council on Foreign Relations members made up the majority of its panel. They succeeded in snowing the American peop le. Many other patriots who attempted to reveal the alien secret have also 

been murdered throughout the intervening years.

During the era of the United States initial space exploration and the Moon landings every launch was accompanied by alien cra ft. A Moon base dubbed Luna was sighted and filmed by the Apollo astronauts. 

Domes, spires, tall round structures which look like silos, huge "T" shaped mining vehicles which left stitch -like tracks in the lunar surface, and extremely large as well as small alien craft appear in the 

photographs. It is a joint United States, Russian and Alien base. The Space Program is a farce and unbelievable waste of money. Alternative 3 is a reality and is not at all science fiction. Most of the Apollo 

Astronauts were severely shaken by this experience and their lives and subsequent statements reflect the depth of the revelat ion and the effect of the muzzle order which followed. They were ordered to 

remain silent or suffer extreme penalty, DEATH, which was termed an "expediency". One astronaut actually did talk to the Brit ish producers of the TV expose "Alternative 3" confirming many of the allegations.

In the book "Alternative 003" the pseudonym "Bob Grodin" was used in place of the astronaut's identity. It was also stated th at he committed suicide in 1978. This cannot be validated by any source and I 

believe that several so-called facts in the book are disinformation. I firmly believe that this disinformation is a result of pressure put upon autho rs and is meant to nullify the effect upon the populace of the 

British TV expose entitled "Alternative 3". The headquarters of the international conspiracy is in Geneva, Switzerland. The r uling body is made up of Representatives of the Governments involved as well as the 

Executive members of the group known as the "Bilderburgers". Meetings are held by the "Policy Committee" when necessary on a Nuclear Submarine beneath the Polar Ice Cap. The secrecy is such that this 

was the only method which would ensure that the meetings would not be bugged. I can say that the book is at least 70% true from my own knowledge and the knowledge of my sources. I believe that the 

disinformation was an attempt to compromise the British TV expose with information which could be proven false, just as the " Eisenhower Briefing Document" was released here in the U.S. under the 

contingency plan "Majestic Twelve", and which can also be proven false.

Alien Spacecraft

Since our interaction with the aliens began we have come into possession of technology beyond our wildest dreams. A craft named Aurora exists at Area 51 which makes regular trips into space. It is a one 

stage ship called a TAV (transatmospheric vehicle) and it can take off from the ground using a 7 mile runway, go into high orbit, return on its own power, and land on the same runway. We currently have and 
fly atomic powered alien type craft at Area S-4 in Nevada. Our pilots have made interplanetary voyages in these craft and have been to the Moon, Mars, and other planets aboard these craft. We have been 

lied to about the true nature of the Moon, the planets Mars and Venus and the real state of technology that we possess today at this very moment.
There are areas on the Moon where plant life grows and even changes color with the seasons. This seasonal effect is because the Moon does not, as claimed, always present the exact same side to the earth or 

the sun. There is an area that wobbles in and out of darkness on a seasonal basis and it is near this area that the plant life grows. The Moon does have a few man-made lakes and ponds upon its surface and 
clouds have been observed and filmed in its atmosphere. It possesses a gravitational field and man can walk upon its surface without a space suit breathing from an oxygen bottle after undergoing 

decompression the same as any deep sea diver. I have seen the photographs and some of them were actually published in the book "We Discovered Alien Bases on the Moon" by Fred Steckling.

In 1969 a confrontation broke out between the human scientists and the aliens at the Dulce underground lab. The aliens took many of our scientists hostage. Delta forces were sent to free them but were no 

match against the alien weapons. 66 of our people were killed during this action. As a result we withdrew from all joint proj ects for at least 2 years. A reconciliation eventually took place and once again we 

began to interact. Today the alliance continues.

Nixon Forced To Resign

When the Watergate scandal broke, President Nixon had intended to ride out the storm confident that he could not be impeached . MJ-12, however, had a different agenda.The intelligence community rightfully 

concluded that an impeachment trial would open up the files and bare the awful secrets to the public eye. Nixon was ordered t o resign. He refused and so the first military coup ever to take place in the United 

States was promulgated. The joint Chiefs of Staff sent a TOP SECRET message to the commanders of all U.S. armed forces throug hout the world. It stated, "Upon receipt of this message you will no longer 

carry out any orders from the White House. Acknowledge receipt." This message was sent a full 5 days before Nixon conceded an d announced publicly that he would resign. I personally saw this message. 

When I asked my commanding officer what he would do as obviously the order violated the Constitution, I was told, "I guess I will wait to see if any orders come from the White House and then I will decide." I 

did not see any communication from the White House but that does not mean that none was sent.
During all the years that this has been happening the Congress and the American people have seemed to know instinctively that something was not right. When the Watergate scandal surfaced they jumped on 

the bandwagon and everyone thought that the agencies would be cleaned out. President Ford organized the Rockefeller commission to do the job. At least that is what everyone thought. His real purpose was 
to head off the Congress and keep the cover-up going. Nelson Rockefeller who headed the commission investigating the intelligence community was a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and was the 

one who helped Eisenhower build the MJ-12 power structure. Rockefeller uncovered only enough to keep the hounds at bay. He threw the Congress few bones and the cover-up rolled merrily along as always.
Later Senator Church would conduct the famous Church hearings. He also was a prominent member of the Council on Foreign Relat ions and he only repeated the Rockefeller act. Again the cover-up prevailed. 

When Iran Contra came along we thought this time it had to come gushing out. Wrong again! Despite mountains of documents that pointed to drug smuggling and other hidden monsters, the cover-up sailed 
through. Congress even seemed to go out of its way to duck the issues that were just under the surface. Could it be that Congress knows the whole thing and won't touch it? Are they amoung the select who 

have been picked for the Mars colony when the Earth begins to destruct?

I cannot even begin to outline the entire financial empire controlled by the CIA, the NSA, and the Council on Foreign Relations that controls and launders money from drugs and intelligence community 

proprietary ventures but I can tell you the little that I know. The amount of money is beyond anything you can imagine and is hidden in a vast networks of banks and holding companies. You should first begin 

to look at the J. Henry Schroder Banking Corporation, The Schroder Trust Company, Schroders Limited (London), Helbert Wagg Ho ldings, LTD., J. Henry Schroder-Wagg & Co., LTD, Schroder Gerbruder and 

Company (Germany), Schroder Munchmeyer Hengst and Company, Castle Bank and its holding companies, the Asian Development Bank, and the Nugan Hand octopus of banks and holding companies.

Contingency Plan

A contingency plan was formulated by MJ-12 to throw everyone off the trail should they come close to the truth. The plan was known as MAJESTIC TWELVE. It was implemented with the release by Moore, 

Shandera, and Friedman of the purported genuine "Eisenhower Briefing Document". The document is a fraud. The document lists t he Executive Order as #092447. A number which does not exist and will not 

exist for quite a long time at the present rate. Truman wrote Executive Orders in the 9,000 range, Eisenhower wrote in the 10 ,000 range, Ford was up to the 11,000 bracket, and Reagan got only into the 

12,000 numbers. Executive Orders are numbered consecutively, no matter who occupies the White House for reasons of continuity , record keeping, and to prevent confusion. The Executive Order is only 1 of 

several fatal flaws contained within the document. The plan so far has thrown the entire research community off the trail for several years and has resulted in the wasted expenditure of money looking for 

information which does not exist. It resulted in a total waste of a grant by the Fund for UFO Research of $16,000 which was g iven to Stanton Friedman to research the information. Many thousands of man 

hours have gone into looking for a "Red Herring". If you doubt the secret government's ability to run you through the rose ga rden you had better think again.
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information which does not exist. It resulted in a total waste of a grant by the Fund for UFO Research of $16,000 which was g iven to Stanton Friedman to research the information. Many thousands of man 

hours have gone into looking for a "Red Herring". If you doubt the secret government's ability to run you through the rose ga rden you had better think again.

Another contingency plan is in force and is working upon you today. It is the plan to prepare the public for eventual confron tation with an alien race. The public is being bombarded with movies,radio, 

advertising, and TV depicting almost every aspect of the true nature of the alien presence. This includes the good and the ba d. Look around and pay attention. The aliens are planning to make their presence 

known and the government is preparing you for it so that there will be no panic.

The worst contingency plan has also been implemented and is at work right now. For many years now they have been importing drugs and selling them to the people and mainly the poor and minorities. Social 

welfare programs were put into place to create a dependent non-working element of our society. They began to remove the social welfare programs in order to develop a large criminal class t hat did not exist 

in the 50's and early 60's. They encouraged the manufacture and importation of deadly military firearms for the criminal element to use. This was intended to foster a feeling of insecurity which would lead the 

American people to voluntarily disarm themselves by passing laws against firearms. Incidents were to be staged to speed up th e process. By using drugs and hypnosis in a process called Orion on mental 

patients the CIA inculcated the desire in these people to open fire on school yards and inflame the anti -gun lobby. This plan is well underway and so far is working as planned. This plan must not succeed.

Martial Law and Concentration Camps

Due to the wave of crime sweeping the nation they will convince the American people a state of anarchy exists within the majo r cities. They are now building their case almost nightly on TV and daily in 

newspapers. When public opinion has been won over to this idea they intend to state that a terrorist group armed with a nuclear weapon has entered the United States and that they plan to detonate this 

device in one of our cities. The government will then suspend the Constitution and declare Martial Law. The secret alien army of implanted humans and all dissidents, which translated into anyone they choose, 

will be rounded up and will be placed in concentration camps which already exist throughout the country. They are each one mi le square. Are the people whom they intend to place in these concentration 
camps destined to make the reported "Batch Consignments" of slave labor needed by the Space Colonies? the media, radio, TV, newspapers, and computer networks will be nationalized and seized. Anyone 

who resists will be taken or killed. This entire operation was rehearsed by the government and military in 1984 under the code name REX-84 and it went off without a hitch. When these events have transpired 

the SECRET GOVERNMENT and/or ALIEN takeover will be complete. Your freedom will never be returned and you will live in slavery for the remainder of your life. You had better wake up and you had better do 
it now.

Secret Government Agents

Phil Klass is an agent of the CIA and this was stated in the documents I saw between 1970 and 1973. One of his jobs as an avi ation expert was to debunk everything to do with UFOs. All military commanders 

were instructed to call him to gain information on how to debunk and/or explain UFO contacts and/or sightings to the public and/or press if and when the need arose.
William Moore, Jaimie Shandera, and Stanton Friedman are either witting (with knowledge) or unwitting (being used without knowledge) agents of the secret government. I prefer to believe that they are 

unwitting although William Moore's reported us of a Defense Investigation Service ID card and his reported self confession to Lee Graham that he was an agent of the government makes me seriously doubt it, 

if the reports are true. Lee Graham called me at my home, and when asked, he confirmed that Moore had indeed done this.
Stanton Friedman has told me and many others that years ago he "helped develop a nuclear reactor, to power an aircraft, that was the size of a basketball, was clean, turned out hydrogen, and worked like a 

dream". His words not mine. The only fuel which could go into such an engine and produce hydrogen as a by-product is water. The only place in the universe at that time to get such technology was from the 

aliens. Is he really unwitting? I do not know. He was a member of the Moore, Shandera, and Friedman research team and it was they who implemented the MAJESTIC TWELVE contingency plan.

In the documents which I saw between 1970 and 1973 names of individuals were listed who were to be targeted for recruitment i n order that the contingency plan known as MAJESTIC TWELVE could be 

introduced to the public by persons known and respected by the public. Bruce Macabee, Stanton Friedman, and William Moore were among those listed. I do not know that the subsequent events do not seem 

to indicate the Bruce Macabee is involved but the actions of Stanton Friedman and William Moore are highly suspect.

I know that all the major UFO research organizations were targeted for infiltration and control by the secret government just as NICAP was infiltrated and controlled. I believe that these efforts have been 

successful. It is very possible that the major UFO publications are also controlled.
Majestic 12 Today

Today, MJ-12 still exists and operates just as it always has. It is made up of the same structure, 6 from the same positions in governm ent, and 6 from the executive members of the Council on Foreign 

Relations and/or Trilateral Commission. The Majority Agency for Joint Intelligence is publicly known as the Senior Interagency Group (SIG).
In closing it is most important to understand that the council on Foreign Relations and its offshoot the Trilateral Commission not only control but own this country. Long before WWII they were instrumental in 

helping to decide policy for the United States Government. The Council on Foreign Relations, Trilateral Commission and their foreign counterparts report to Bilderburgers. Almost every high level government 

and military official of any consequence since WWII including presidents have been members of the Council on Foreign Relations and/or Trilateral Commission. All American members of the Trilateral 
Commission have either been or are a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Each foreign nation of any importance has its own offshoot of the Council on Foreign Relations and the members of each country interact with those of other countries through the Bilderburgers to further their 

common goals. The foreign member of the Trilateral Commission belong to their respective organizations.
Even a cursory investigation by the most inexperienced researcher will show that the members of the Council on Foreign Relati ons and the Trilateral Commission control the major foundations, all of the major 

media, publishing interests, the largest banks, all the major corporations, the upper echelons of the government, and many ot her vital interests. Their members are elected and appointed because they have 

all the money and special interests behind them. All, that is, except the peoples. They are undemocratic and do not in any wa y represent the majority of the U.S. of America. These are the people who will 

decide who survives the coming holocaust and who does not.

The Bilderburgers, the Council on Foreign Relations and the Trilateral Commission are the SECRET GOVERNMENT and rule this nat ion through MJ-12 and the study group known as the Jason Society or Jason 

Scholars and the top echelon of the government which consist mostly of their members.

Alien Manipulation

Throughout our history the Aliens have manipulated and/or ruled the human race through various secret societies, religion, magic, witchcraft, and the occult. The Council on Foreign Relations and the Trilateral 

Commission are in complete control of the alien technology and are also in complete control of the nation's economy. Eisenhower was the last president to know the entire overview of the alien problem. 

Succeeding presidents were told only what MJ-12 and the Intelligence Community wanted them to know and believe me, it wasn't the truth.

MJ-12 has presented each new president with a picture of a lost alien culture seeking to renew itself, build a home on this plan et, and shower us with gifts of technology. In some cases the president was told 

nothing. Each president in turn has bought the story, or no story at all, hook line and sinker. Meanwhile innocent people con tinue to suffer unspeakable horrors at the hands of alien and human scientists who 

are engaged in barbarous research that would make even the Nazis look like sunday school children. As if that is not enough many people end up as food for the insatiable alien appetite for biological enzymes, 

glandular hormonal secretions, and blood. Many people are abducted and are sentenced to live with psychological and physical damage for the rest of their lives. In the documents I saw, 1 in 40 humans have 

been implanted with devices the purpose of which I have never discovered. The government believes that the aliens are buildin g an army of human implants which can be activated and turned upon us at will. 

You should also know that to date we have not even begun to come close to parity with the aliens. Is this technology worth it ?
The conclusions are inescapable.

The secret power structure believes that, because of our own ignorance or by Divine Decree, planet Earth will self destruct sometime in the near future. These men sincerely believe that they are doing 

the right thing in their attempt to save the human race. It is terribly ironic that they have been forced to take as their partner an alien race which is itself engaged in a monumental struggle for survival. 

Many moral and legal compromises have been made in this joint effort. These compromises were made in error and must be corrected and those responsible should be made to account for their actions. I 

can understand the fear and urgency that must have been instrumental in the decision not to tell the public. Obviously I disagree with this decision.

Throughout history small but powerful groups of men have consistently felt that they alone were capable of deciding the fates of millions and throughout history they have been wrong. This great nation 

owes its very existence to the Principles of Freedom and Democracy. I believe with all my heart that the United States of America cannot and will not succeed in any effort that ignores those principles. 

Full disclosure to the public should be made and we should proceed to save the human race altogether.

•

We are being manipulated by a joint human/alien power structure which will result in the total enslavement and or destruction of the human race.•
The government has been totally deceived and we are being manipulated by an alien power which will result in the total enslavement and/or destruction of the human race. We must use any and every 

means available to prevent this from happening.

•

Something else is happening which is beyond our ability to understand at this time. We must force disclosure of all the facts, discover the truth and act upon the truth.•
In any case we MUST force disclosure of the truth or no matter what happens we will surely deserve it. The situation in which we find ourselves is due to our own actions or inactions over the last 44 years. It 

is our own fault and we are the only ones who can change it. Through ignorance or misplaced trust we as a people have abdicat ed our role as the "watch dog" of our government. Our government was founded 

"of the people, for the people, by the people". There was no mention or intent to ever abdicate our role and place our total trust in a handful of men who meet secretly and decide our fate for us. In fact the 

structure of our government was designed to prevent that from ever happening. If we had done our jobs as citizens this could never have happened. Most of us are completely ignorant as to even the most 

basic functions of our government. We have truly become a nation of sheep. Sheep are always eventually led to the slaughter. It is time to stand up in the manner of our forefathers and walk like men. I 

remind you all, that the Jews of Europe marched to the ovens, after having been warned, believing all the while that the fact s could not possibly be true. When the outside world was told of the holocaust 

occuring in Hitler's Europe it was not believed. I state here and now that Hitler was manipulated by these same aliens.

I have brought you the truth as I know it. I do not care what you think of me. I have done my duty and no matter what fate li es in store for me, I can truly meet my maker with a clear conscience. I believe 

first in God. The same God my ancestors believed in. I believe in Jesus Christ and that he is my Savior. I believe second in the Constitution of the United States of America as it was written and meant to work. 

I have given my oath to protect and defend the Constitution of the United States of America against all enemies foreign and DOMESTIC. I intend to fulfill that oath.

From <https://www.cs.mcgill.ca/~abatko/interests/conspiracy/mj12/> 
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Source: Studies In Intelligence Vol. 01 No. 1, 1997

A Die-Hard Issue

CIA's Role in the Study of UFOs, 1947-90
Gerald K. Haines

An extraordinary 95 percent of all Americans have at least heard or read something about Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs), and 57 percent believe they are real. (1) Former US Presidents Carter and Reagan claim to have seen 
a UFO. UFOlogists--a neologism for UFO buffs--and private UFO organizations are found throughout the United States. Many are convinced that the US Government, and particularly CIA, are engaged in a massive conspiracy 
and coverup of the issue. The idea that CIA has secretly concealed its research into UFOs has been a major theme of UFO buffs since the modern UFO phenomena emerged in the late 1940s. (2)
In late 1993, after being pressured by UFOlogists for the release of additional CIA information on UFOs, (3) DCI R. James Woolsey ordered another review of all Agency files on UFOs. Using CIA records compiled from that 
review, this study traces CIA interest and involvement in the UFO controversy from the late 1940s to 1990. It chronologicallyexamines the Agency's efforts to solve the mystery of UFOs, its programs that had an impact on UFO 
sightings, and its attempts to conceal CIA involvement in the entire UFO issue. What emerges from this examination is that, while Agency concern over UFOs was substantial until the early 1950s, CIA has since paid only 
limited and peripheral attention to the phenomena.

Background
The emergence in 1947 of the Cold War confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union also saw the first wave of UFO sightings. The first report of a "flying saucer" over the United States came on 24 June 1947, 
when Kenneth Arnold, a private pilot and reputable businessman, while looking for a downed plane sighted nine disk-shaped objects near Mt. Rainier, Washington, traveling at an estimated speed of over 1,000 mph. Arnold's 
report was followed by a flood of additional sightings, including reports from military and civilian pilots and air traffic controllers all over the United States. (4) In 1948, Air Force Gen. Nathan Twining, head of the Air Technical 
Service Command, established Project SIGN (initially named Project SAUCER) to collect, collate, evaluate, and distribute within the government all information relating to such sightings, on the premise that UFOs might be real 
and of national security concern. (5)
The Technical Intelligence Division of the Air Material Command (AMC) at Wright Field (later Wright-Patterson Air Force Base) in Dayton, Ohio, assumed control of Project SIGN and began its work on 23 January 1948. 
Although at first fearful that the objects might be Soviet secret weapons, the Air Force soon concluded that UFOs were real but easily explained and not extraordinary. The Air Force report found that almost all sightings stemmed 
from one or more of three causes: mass hysteria and hallucination, hoax, or misinterpretation of known objects. Nevertheless, the report recommended continued military intelligence control over the investigation of all sightings 
and did not rule out the possibility of extraterrestrial phenomena. (6)
Amid mounting UFO sightings, the Air Force continued to collect and evaluate UFO data in the late 1940s under a new project, GRUDGE, which tried to alleviate public anxiety over UFOs via a public relations campaign 
designed to persuade the public that UFOs constituted nothing unusual or extraordinary. UFO sightings were explained as balloons, conventional aircraft, planets, meteors, optical illusions, solar reflections, or even "large 
hailstones." GRUDGE officials found no evidence in UFO sightings of advanced foreign weapons design or development, and they concluded that UFOs did not threaten US security. They recommended that the project be 
reduced in scope because the very existence of Air Force official interest encouraged people to believe in UFOs and contributed to a "war hysteria" atmosphere. On 27 December 1949, the Air Force announced the project's 
termination. (7)
With increased Cold War tensions, the Korean war, and continued UFO sightings, USAF Director of Intelligence Maj. Gen. Charles P. Cabell ordered a new UFO project in 1952. Project BLUE BOOK became the major Air 
Force effort to study the UFO phenomenon throughout the 1950s and 1960s. (8) The task of identifying and explaining UFOs continued to fall on the Air Material Command at Wright-Patterson. With a small staff, the Air 
Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) tried to persuade the public that UFOs were not extraordinary. (9) Projects SIGN, GRUDGE, and BLUE BOOK set the tone for the official US Government position regarding UFOs for the 
next 30 years.

Early CIA Concerns, 1947-52
CIA closely monitored the Air Force effort, aware of the mounting number of sightings and increasingly concerned that UFOs might pose a potential security threat. (10) Given the distribution of the sightings, CIA officials in 
1952 questioned whether they might reflect "midsummer madness.'' (11) Agency officials accepted the Air Force's conclusions about UFO reports, although they concluded that "since there is a remote possibility that they may be 
interplanetary aircraft, it is necessary to investigate each sighting." (12)
A massive buildup of sightings over the United States in 1952, especially in July, alarmed the Truman administration. On 19 and 20 July, radar scopes at Washington National Airport and Andrews Air Force Base tracked 
mysterious blips. On 27 July, the blips reappeared. The Air Force scrambled interceptor aircraft to investigate, but they found nothing. The incidents, however, caused headlines across the country. The White House wanted to 
know what was happening, and the Air Force quickly offered the explanation that the radar blips might be the result of "temperature inversions." Later, a Civil Aeronautics Administration investigation confirmed that such radar 
blips were quite common and were caused by temperature inversions. (13)
Although it had monitored UFO reports for at least three years, CIA reacted to the new rash of sightings by forming a special study group within the Office of Scientific Intelligence (OSI) and the Office of Current Intelligence 
(OCI) to review the situation. (14) Edward Tauss, acting chief of OSI's Weapons and Equipment Division, reported for the group that most UFO sightings could be easily explained. Nevertheless, he recommended that the 
Agency continue monitoring the problem, in coordination with ATIC. He also urged that CIA conceal its interest from the media and the public, "in view of their probable alarmist tendencies" to accept such interest as confirming 
the existence of UFOs. (15)
Upon receiving the report, Deputy Director for Intelligence (DDI) Robert Amory, Jr. assigned responsibility for the UFO investigations to OSI's Physics and Electronics Division, with A. Ray Gordon as the officer in 
charge. (16) Each branch in the division was to contribute to the investigation, and Gordon was to coordinate closely with ATIC. Amory, who asked the group to focus on the national security implications of UFOs, was relaying 
DCI Walter Bedell Smith's concerns. (17) Smith wanted to know whether or not the Air Force investigation of flying saucers was sufficiently objective and how much more money and manpower would be necessary to determine 
the cause of the small percentage of unexplained flying saucers. Smith believed "there was only one chance in 10,000 that the phenomenon posed a threat to the security of the country, but even that chance could not be taken." 
According to Smith, it was CIA's responsibility by statute to coordinate the intelligence effort required to solve the problem. Smith also wanted to know what use could be made of the UFO phenomenon in connection with US 
psychological warfare efforts. (18)
Led by Gordon, the CIA Study Group met with Air Force officials at Wright-Patterson and reviewed their data and findings. The Air Force claimed that 90 percent of the reported sightings were easily accounted for. The other 10 
percent were characterized as "a number of incredible reports from credible observers." The Air Force rejected the theories that the sightings involved US or Soviet secret weapons development or that they involved "men from 
Mars"; there was no evidence to support these concepts. The Air Force briefers sought to explain these UFO reports as the misinterpretation of known objects or little understood natural phenomena. (19) Air Force and CIA 
officials agreed that outside knowledge of Agency interest in UFOs would make the problem more serious. (20) This concealment of CIA interest contributed greatly to later charges of a CIA conspiracy and coverup.
Amateur photographs of alleged UFOs
Passoria, New Jersey, 31 July 1952
Sheffield, England, 4 March 1962
& Minneapolis, Minnesota, 20 October 1960
The CIA Study Group also searched the Soviet press for UFO reports, but found none, causing the group to conclude that the absence of reports had to have been the result of deliberate Soviet Government policy. The group also 
envisioned the USSR's possible use of UFOs as a psychological warfare tool. In addition, they worried that, if the US air warning system should be deliberately overloaded by UFO sightings, the Soviets might gain a surprise 
advantage in any nuclear attack. (21)
Because of the tense Cold War situation and increased Soviet capabilities, the CIA Study Group saw serious national security concerns in the flying saucer situation. The group believed that the Soviets could use UFO reports to 
touch off mass hysteria and panic in the United States. The group also believed that the Soviets might use UFO sightings to overload the US air warning system so that it could not distinguish real targets from phantom UFOs. H. 
Marshall Chadwell, Assistant Director of OSI, added that he considered the problem of such importance "that it should be brought to the attention of the National Security Council, in order that a communitywide coordinated 
effort towards it solution may be initiated." (22)
Chadwell briefed DCI Smith on the subject of UFOs in December 1952. He urged action because he was convinced that "something was going on that must have immediate attention" and that "sightings of unexplained objects at 
great altitudes and traveling at high speeds in the vicinity of major US defense installations are of such nature that they are not attributable to natural phenomena or known types of aerial vehicles." He drafted a memorandum 
from the DCI to the National Security Council (NSC) and a proposed NSC Directive establishing the investigation of UFOs as a priority project throughout the intelligence and the defense research and development 
community. (23) Chadwell also urged Smith to establish an external research project of top-level scientists to study the problem of UFOs. (24) After this briefing, Smith directed DDI Amory to prepare a NSC Intelligence 
Directive (NSCID) for submission to the NSC on the need to continue the investigation of UFOs and to coordinate such investigations with the Air Force. (25)

The Robertson Panel, 1952-53
On 4 December 1952, the Intelligence Advisory Committee (IAC) took up the issue of UFOs. (26) Amory, as acting chairman, presented DCI Smith's request to the committee that it informally discuss the subject of UFOs. 
Chadwell then briefly reviewed the situation and the active program of the ATIC relating to UFOs. The committee agreed that the DCI should "enlist the services of selected scientists to review and appraise the available evidence 
in the light of pertinent scientific theories" and draft an NSCID on the subject. (27) Maj. Gen. John A. Samford, Director of Air Force Intelligence, offered full cooperation. (28)
At the same time, Chadwell looked into British efforts in this area. He learned the British also were active in studying the UFO phenomena. An eminent British scientist, R. V. Jones, headed a standing committee created in June 
1951 on flying saucers. Jones' and his committee's conclusions on UFOs were similar to those of Agency officials: the sightings were not enemy aircraft but misrepresentations of natural phenomena. The British noted, however, 
that during a recent air show RAF pilots and senior military officials had observed a "perfect flying saucer." Given the press response, according to the officer, Jones was having a most difficult time trying to correct public 
opinion regarding UFOs. The public was convinced they were real. (29)
In January 1953, Chadwell and H. P. Robertson, a noted physicist from the California Institute of Technology, put together a distinguished panel of nonmilitary scientists to study the UFO issue. It included Robertson as 
chairman; Samuel A. Goudsmit, a nuclear physicist from the Brookhaven National Laboratories; Luis Alvarez, a high-energy physicist; Thornton Page, the deputy director of the Johns Hopkins Operations Research Office and an 
expert on radar and electronics; and Lloyd Berkner, a director of the Brookhaven National Laboratories and a specialist in geophysics. (30)
The charge to the panel was to review the available evidence on UFOs and to consider the possible dangers of the phenomena to US national security. The panel met from 14 to 17 January 1953. It reviewed Air Force data on 
UFO case histories and, after spending 12 hours studying the phenomena, declared that reasonable explanations could be suggested for most, if not all, sightings. For example, after reviewing motion-picture film taken of a UFO 
sighting near Tremonton, Utah, on 2 July 1952 and one near Great Falls, Montana, on 15 August 1950, the panel concluded that the images on the Tremonton film were caused by sunlight reflecting off seagulls and that the 
images at Great Falls were sunlight reflecting off the surface of two Air Force interceptors. (31)
The panel concluded unanimously that there was no evidence of a direct threat to national security in the UFO sightings. Nor could the panel find any evidence that the objects sighted might be extraterrestrials. It did find that 
continued emphasis on UFO reporting might threaten "the orderly functioning" of the government by clogging the channels of communication with irrelevant reports and by inducing "hysterical mass behavior" harmful to 
constituted authority. The panel also worried that potential enemies contemplating an attack on the United States might exploit the UFO phenomena and use them to disrupt US air defenses. (32)
To meet these problems, the panel recommended that the National Security Council debunk UFO reports and institute a policy of public education to reassure the public of the lack of evidence behind UFOs. It suggested using the 
mass media, advertising, business clubs, schools, and even the Disney corporation to get the message across. Reporting at the height of McCarthyism, the panel also recommended that such private UFO groups as the Civilian 
Flying Saucer Investigators in Los Angeles and the Aerial Phenomena Research Organization in Wisconsin be monitored for subversive activities. (33)
The Robertson panel's conclusions were strikingly similar to those of the earlier Air Force project reports on SIGN and GRUDGE and to those of the CIA's own OSI Study Group. All investigative groups found that UFO reports 
indicated no direct threat to national security and no evidence of visits by extraterrestrials.
Following the Robertson panel findings, the Agency abandoned efforts to draft an NSCID on UFOs. (34) The Scientific Advisory Panel on UFOs (the Robertson panel) submitted its report to the IAC, the Secretary of Defense, 
the Director of the Federal Civil Defense Administration, and the Chairman of the National Security Resources Board. CIA officials said no further consideration of the subject appeared warranted, although they continued to 
monitor sightings in the interest of national security. Philip Strong and Fred Durant from OSI also briefed the Office of National Estimates on the findings. (35) CIA officials wanted knowledge of any Agency interest in the 
subject of flying saucers carefully restricted, noting not only that the Robertson panel report was classified but also that any mention of CIA sponsorship of the panel was forbidden. This attitude would later cause the Agency 
major problems relating to its credibility. (36)

The 1950s: Fading CIA Interest in UFOs
After the report of the Robertson panel, Agency officials put the entire issue of UFOs on the back burner. In May 1953, Chadwell transferred chief responsibility for keeping abreast of UFOs to OSI's Physics and Electronic 
Division, while the Applied Science Division continued to provide any necessary support. (37) Todos M. Odarenko, chief of the Physics and Electronics Division, did not want to take on the problem, contending that it would 
require too much of his division's analytic and clerical time. Given the findings of the Robertson panel, he proposed to consider the project "inactive" and to devote only one analyst part-time and a file clerk to maintain a 
reference file of the activities of the Air Force and other agencies on UFOs. Neither the Navy nor the Army showed much interest in UFOs, according to Odarenko. (38)
A nonbeliever in UFOs, Odarenko sought to have his division relieved of the responsibility for monitoring UFO reports. In 1955, for example, he recommended that the entire project be terminated because no new information 
concerning UFOs had surfaced. Besides, he argued, his division was facing a serious budget reduction and could not spare the resources. (39) Chadwell and other Agency officials, however, continued to worry about UFOs. Of 
special concern were overseas reports of UFO sightings and claims that German engineers held by the Soviets were developing a "flying saucer" as a future weapon of war. (40)
To most US political and military leaders, the Soviet Union by the mid-1950s had become a dangerous opponent. Soviet progress in nuclear weapons and guided missiles was particularly alarming. In the summer of 1949, the 
USSR had detonated an atomic bomb. In August 1953, only nine months after the United States tested a hydrogen bomb, the Soviets detonated one. In the spring of 1953, a top secret RAND Corporation study also pointed out the 
vulnerability of SAC bases to a surprise attack by Soviet long-range bombers. Concern over the danger of a Soviet attack on the United States continued to grow, and UFO sightings added to the uneasiness of US policymakers.

CIA Involvement
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vulnerability of SAC bases to a surprise attack by Soviet long-range bombers. Concern over the danger of a Soviet attack on the United States continued to grow, and UFO sightings added to the uneasiness of US policymakers.
Mounting reports of UFOs over eastern Europe and Afghanistan also prompted concern that the Soviets were making rapid progress in this area. CIA officials knew that the British and Canadians were already experimenting with 
"flying saucers." Project Y was a Canadian-British-US developmental operation to produce a nonconventional flying-saucer-type aircraft, and Agency officials feared the Soviets were testing similar devices. (41)
Adding to the concern was a flying saucer sighting by US Senator Richard Russell and his party while traveling on a train in the USSR in October 1955. After extensive interviews of Russell and his group, however, CIA officials 
concluded that Russell's sighting did not support the theory that the Soviets had developed saucerlike or unconventional aircraft. Herbert Scoville, Jr., the Assistant Director of OSI, wrote that the objects observed probably were 
normal jet aircraft in a steep climb. (42)
Wilton E. Lexow, head of the CIA's Applied Sciences Division, was also skeptical. He questioned why the Soviets were continuing to develop conventional-type aircraft if they had a "flying saucer." (43) Scoville asked Lexow to 
assume responsibility for fully assessing the capabilities and limitations of nonconventional aircraft and to maintain the OSI central file on the subject of UFOs.

CIA's U-2 and OXCART as UFOs
In November 1954, CIA had entered into the world of high technology with its U-2 overhead reconnaissance project. Working with Lockheed's Advanced Development facility in Burbank, California, known as the Skunk Works, 
and Kelly Johnson, an eminent aeronautical engineer, the Agency by August 1955 was testing a high-altitude experimental aircraft--the U-2. It could fly at 60,000 feet; in the mid-1950s, most commercial airliners flew between 
10,000 feet and 20,000 feet. Consequently, once the U-2 started test flights, commercial pilots and air traffic controllers began reporting a large increase in UFO sightings. (44) (U)
The early U-2s were silver (they were later painted black) and reflected the rays from the sun, especially at sunrise and sunset. They often appeared as fiery objects to observers below. Air Force BLUE BOOK investigators aware 
of the secret U-2 flights tried to explain away such sightings by linking them to natural phenomena such as ice crystals and temperature inversions. By checking with the Agency's U-2 Project Staff in Washington, BLUE BOOK 
investigators were able to attribute many UFO sightings to U-2 flights. They were careful, however, not to reveal the true cause of the sighting to the public.
According to later estimates from CIA officials who worked on the U-2 project and the OXCART (SR-71, or Blackbird) project, over half of all UFO reports from the late 1950s through the 1960s were accounted for by manned 
reconnaissance flights (namely the U-2) over the United States. (45) This led the Air Force to make misleading and deceptive statements to the public in order to allay public fears and to protect an extraordinarily sensitive 
national security project. While perhaps justified, this deception added fuel to the later conspiracy theories and the coverup controversy of the 1970s. The percentage of what the Air Force considered unexplained UFO sightings 
fell to 5.9 percent in 1955 and to 4 percent in 1956. (46)
At the same time, pressure was building for the release of the Robertson panel report on UFOs. In 1956, Edward Ruppelt, former head of the Air Force BLUE BOOK project, publicly revealed the existence of the panel. A best-
selling book by UFOlogist Donald Keyhoe, a retired Marine Corps major, advocated release of all government information relating to UFOs. Civilian UFO groups such as the National Investigations Committee on Aerial 
Phenomena (NICAP) and the Aerial Phenomena Research Organization (APRO) immediately pushed for release of the Robertson panel report. (47) Under pressure, the Air Force approached CIA for permission to declassify and 
release the report. Despite such pressure, Philip Strong, Deputy Assistant Director of OSI, refused to declassify the report and declined to disclose CIA sponsorship of the panel. As an alternative, the Agency prepared a sanitized 
version of the report which deleted any reference to CIA and avoided mention of any psychological warfare potential in the UFO controversy. (48)
The demands, however, for more government information about UFOs did not let up. On 8 March 1958, Keyhoe, in an interview with Mike Wallace of CBS, claimed deep CIA involvement with UFOs and Agency sponsorship 
of the Robertson panel. This prompted a series of letters to the Agency from Keyhoe and Dr. Leon Davidson, a chemical engineer and UFOlogist. They demanded the release of the full Robertson panel report and confirmation of 
CIA involvement in the UFO issue. Davidson had convinced himself that the Agency, not the Air Force, carried most of the responsibility for UFO analysis and that "the activities of the US Government are responsible for the 
flying saucer sightings of the last decade." Indeed, because of the undisclosed U-2 and OXCART flights, Davidson was closer to the truth than he suspected. CI, nevertheless held firm to its policy of not revealing its role in UFO 
investigations and refused to declassify the full Robertson panel report. (49)
In a meeting with Air Force representatives to discuss how to handle future inquires such as Keyhoe's and Davidson's, Agency officials confirmed their opposition to the declassification of the full report and worried that Keyhoe 
had the ear of former DCI VAdm. Roscoe Hillenkoetter, who served on the board of governors of NICAP. They debated whether to have CIA General Counsel Lawrence R. Houston show Hillenkoetter the report as a possible 
way to defuse the situation. CIA officer Frank Chapin also hinted that Davidson might have ulterior motives, "some of them perhaps not in the best interest of this country," and suggested bringing in the FBI to 
investigate. (50) Although the record is unclear whether the FBI ever instituted an investigation of Davidson or Keyhoe, or whether Houston ever saw Hillenkoetter about the Robertson report, Hillenkoetter did resign from the 
NICAP in 1962. (51)
The Agency was also involved with Davidson and Keyhoe in two rather famous UFO cases in the 1950s, which helped contribute to a growing sense of public distrust of CIA with regard to UFOs. One focused on what was 
reported to have been a tape recording of a radio signal from a flying saucer; the other on reported photographs of a flying saucer. The "radio code" incident began innocently enough in 1955, when two elderly sisters in Chicago, 
Mildred and Marie Maier, reported in the Journal of Space Flight their experiences with UFOs, including the recording of a radio program in which an unidentified code was reportedly heard. The sisters taped the program and 
other ham radio operators also claimed to have heard the "space message." OSI became interested and asked the Scientific Contact Branch to obtain a copy of the recording. (52)
Field officers from the Contact Division (CD), one of whom was Dewelt Walker, made contact with the Maier sisters, who were "thrilled that the government was interested," and set up a time to meet with them. (53) In trying to 
secure the tape recording, the Agency officers reported that they had stumbled upon a scene from Arsenic and Old Lace. "The only thing lacking was the elderberry wine," Walker cabled Headquarters. After reviewing the sisters' 
scrapbook of clippings from their days on the stage, the officers secured a copy of the recording. (54) OSI analyzed the tape and found it was nothing more than Morse code from a US radio station.
The matter rested there until UFOlogist Leon Davidson talked with the Maier sisters in 1957. The sisters remembered they had talked with a Mr. Walker who said he was from the US Air Force. Davidson then wrote to a Mr. 
Walker, believing him to be a US Air Force Intelligence Officer from Wright-Patterson, to ask if the tape had been analyzed at ATIC. Dewelt Walker replied to Davidson that the tape had been forwarded to proper authorities for 
evaluation, and no information was available concerning the results. Not satisfied, and suspecting that Walker was really a CIA officer, Davidson next wrote DCI Allen Dulles demanding to learn what the coded message revealed 
and who Mr. Walker was. (55) The Agency, wanting to keep Walker's identity as a CIA employee secret, replied that another agency of the government had analyzed the tape in question and that Davidson would be hearing from 
the Air Force. (56) On 5 August, the Air Force wrote Davidson saying that Walker "was and is an Air Force Officer" and that the tape "was analyzed by another government organization." The Air Force letter confirmed that the 
recording contained only identifiable Morse code which came from a known US-licensed radio station. (57)
Davidson wrote Dulles again. This time he wanted to know the identity of the Morse operator and of the agency that had conducted the analysis. CIA and the Air Force were now in a quandary. The Agency had previously denied 
that it had actually analyzed the tape. The Air Force had also denied analyzing the tape and claimed that Walker was an Air Force officer. CIA officers, under cover, contacted Davidson in Chicago and promised to get the code 
translation and the identification of the transmitter, if possible. (58)
In another attempt to pacify Davidson, a CIA officer, again under cover and wearing his Air Force uniform, contacted Davidson in New York City. The CIA officer explained that there was no super agency involved and that Air 
Force policy was not to disclose who was doing what. While seeming to accept this argument, Davidson nevertheless pressed for disclosure of the recording message and the source. The officer agreed to see what he could 
do. (59) After checking with Headquarters, the CIA officer phoned Davidson to report that a thorough check had been made and, because the signal was of known US origin, the tape and the notes made at the time had been 
destroyed to conserve file space. (60)
Incensed over what he perceived was a runaround, Davidson told the CIA officer that "he and his agency, whichever it was, were acting like Jimmy Hoffa and the Teamster Union in destroying records which might indict 
them." (61) Believing that any more contact with Davidson would only encourage more speculation, the Contact Division washed its hands of the issue by reporting to the DCI and to ATIC that it would not respond to or try to 
contact Davidson again. (62) Thus, a minor, rather bizarre incident, handled poorly by both CIA and the Air Force, turned into a major flap that added fuel to the growing mystery surrounding UFOs and CIA's role in their 
investigation.
Another minor flap a few months later added to the growing questions surrounding the Agency's true role with regard to flying saucers. CIA's concern over secrecy again made matters worse. In 1958, Major Keyhoe charged that 
the Agency was deliberately asking eyewitnesses of UFOs not to make their sightings public. (63)
The incident stemmed from a November 1957 request from OSI to the CD to obtain from Ralph C. Mayher, a photographer for KYW-TV in Cleveland, Ohio, certain photographs he took in 1952 of an unidentified flying object. 
Harry Real, a CD officer, contacted Mayher and obtained copies of the photographs for analysis. On 12 December 1957, John Hazen, another CD officer, returned the five photographs of the alleged UFO to Mayher without 
comment. Mayher asked Hazen for the Agency's evaluation of the photos, explaining that he was trying to organize a TV program to brief the public on UFOs. He wanted to mention on the show that a US intelligence 
organization had viewed the photographs and thought them of interest. Although he advised Mayher not to take this approach, Hazen stated that Mayher was a US citizen and would have to make his own decision as to what to 
do. (64)
Keyhoe later contacted Mayher, who told him his story of CIA and the photographs. Keyhoe then asked the Agency to confirm Hazen's employment in writing, in an effort to expose CIA's role in UFO investigations. The Agency 
refused, despite the fact that CD field representatives were normally overt and carried credentials identifying their Agency association. DCI Dulles's aide, John S. Earman, merely sent Keyhoe a noncommittal letter noting that, 
because UFOs were of primary concern to the Department of the Air Force, the Agency had referred his letter to the Air Force for an appropriate response. Like the response to Davidson, the Agency reply to Keyhoe only fueled 
the speculation that the Agency was deeply involved in UFO sightings. Pressure for release of CIA information on UFOs continued to grow. (65)
Although CIA had a declining interest in UFO cases, it continued to monitor UFO sightings. Agency officials felt the need to keep informed on UFOs if only to alert the DCI to the more sensational UFO reports and flaps. (66)

The 1960s: Declining CIA Involvement and Mounting Controversy
In the early 1960s, Keyhoe, Davidson, and other UFOlogists maintained their assault on the Agency for release of UFO information. Davidson now claimed that CIA "was solely responsible for creating the Flying Saucer furor as 
a tool for cold war psychological warfare since 1951." Despite calls for Congressional hearings and the release of all materials relating to UFOs, little changed. (67)
In 1964, however, following high-level White House discussions on what to do if an alien intelligence was discovered in space and a new outbreak of UFO reports and sightings, DCI John McCone asked for an updated CIA 
evaluation of UFOs. Responding to McCone's request, OSI asked the CD to obtain various recent samples and reports of UFO sightings from NICAP. With Keyhoe, one of the founders, no longer active in the organization, CIA 
officers met with Richard H. Hall, the acting director. Hall gave the officers samples from the NICAP database on the most recent sightings. (68)
After OSI officers had reviewed the material, Donald F. Chamberlain, OSI Assistant Director, assured McCone that little had changed since the early 1950s. There was still no evidence that UFOs were a threat to the security of 
the United States or that they were of "foreign origin." Chamberlain told McCone that OSI still monitored UFO reports, including the official Air Force investigation, Project BLUE BOOK. (69)
At the same time that CIA was conducting this latest internal review of UFOs, public pressure forced the Air Force to establish a special ad hoc committee to review BLUE BOOK. Chaired by Dr. Brian O'Brien, a member of the 
Air Force Scientific Advisory Board, the panel included Carl Sagan, the famous astronomer from Cornell University. Its report offered nothing new. It declared that UFOs did not threaten the national security and that it could 
find "no UFO case which represented technological or scientific advances outside of a terrestrial framework." The committee did recommend that UFOs be studied intensively, with a leading university acting as a coordinator for 
the project, to settle the issue conclusively. (70)
The House Armed Services Committee also held brief hearings on UFOs in 1966 that produced similar results. Secretary of the Air Force Harold Brown assured the committee that most sightings were easily explained and that 
there was no evidence that "strangers from outer space" had been visiting Earth. He told the committee members, however, that the Air Force would keep an open mind and continue to investigate all UFO reports. (71)
Following the report of its O'Brien Committee, the House hearings on UFOs, and Dr. Robertson's disclosure on a CBS Reports program that CIA indeed had been involved in UFO analysis, the Air Force in July 1966 again 
approached the Agency for declassification of the entire Robertson panel report of 1953 and the full Durant report on the Robertson panel deliberations and findings. The Agency again refused to budge. Karl H. Weber, Deputy 
Director of OSI, wrote the Air Force that "We are most anxious that further publicity not be given to the information that the panel was sponsored by the CIA." Weber noted that there was already a sanitized version available to 
the public. (72) Weber's response was rather shortsighted and ill considered. It only drew more attention to the 13-year-old Robertson panel report and CIA's role in the investigation of UFOs. The science editor of The Saturday 
Review drew nationwide attention to the CIA's role in investigating UFOs when he published an article criticizing the "sanitized version" of the 1953 Robertson panel report and called for release of the entire document. (73)
Unknown to CIA officials, Dr. James E. McDonald, a noted atmospheric physicist from the University of Arizona, had already seen the Durant report on the Robertson panel proceedings at Wright-Patterson on 6 June 1966. 
When McDonald returned to Wright-Patterson on 30 June to copy the report, however, the Air Force refused to let him see it again, stating that it was a CIA classified document. Emerging as a UFO authority, McDonald publicly 
claimed that the CIA was behind the Air Force secrecy policies and coverup. He demanded the release of the full Robertson panel report and the Durant report. (74)
Bowing to public pressure and the recommendation of its own O'Brien Committee, the Air Force announced in August 1966 that it was seeking a contract with a leading university to undertake a program of intensive 
investigations of UFO sightings. The new program was designed to blunt continuing charges that the US Government had concealed what it knew about UFOs. On 7 October, the University of Colorado accepted a $325,000 
contract with the Air Force for an 18-month study of flying saucers. Dr. Edward U. Condon, a physicist at Colorado and a former Director of the National Bureau of Standards, agreed to head the program. Pronouncing himself an 
"agnostic" on the subject of UFOs, Condon observed that he had an open mind on the question and thought that possible extraterritorial origins were "improbable but not impossible." (75) Brig. Gen. Edward Giller, USAF, and 
Dr. Thomas Ratchford from the Air Force Research and Development Office became the Air Force coordinators for the project.
In February 1967, Giller contacted Arthur C. Lundahl, Director of CIA's National Photographic Interpretation Center (NPIC), and proposed an informal liaison through which NPIC could provide the Condon Committee with 
technical advice and services in examining photographs of alleged UFOs. Lundahl and DDI R. Jack Smith approved the arrangement as a way of "preserving a window" on the new effort. They wanted the CIA and NPIC to 
maintain a low profile, however, and to take no part in writing any conclusions for the committee. No work done for the committee by NPIC was to be formally acknowledged. (76)
Ratchford next requested that Condon and his committee be allowed to visit NPIC to discuss the technical aspects of the problem and to view the special equipment NPIC had for photoanalysis. On 20 February 1967, Condon and 
four members of his committee visited NPIC. Lundahl emphasized to the group that any NPIC work to assist the committee must not be identified as CIA work. Moreover, work performed by NPIC would be strictly of a 
technical nature. After receiving these guidelines, the group heard a series of briefings on the services and equipment not available elsewhere that CIA had used in its analysis of some UFO photography furnished by Ratchford. 
Condon and his committee were impressed. (77)
Condon and the same group met again in May 1967 at NPIC to hear an analysis of UFO photographs taken at Zanesville, Ohio. The analysis debunked that sighting. The committee was again impressed with the technical work 
performed, and Condon remarked that for the first time a scientific analysis of a UFO would stand up to investigation. (78) The group also discussed the committee's plans to call on US citizens for additional photographs and to 
issue guidelines for taking useful UFO photographs. In addition, CIA officials agreed that the Condon Committee could release the full Durant report with only minor deletions.
In April 1969, Condon and his committee released their report on UFOs. The report concluded that little, if anything, had come from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years and that further extensive study of UFO sightings was 
unwarranted. It also recommended that the Air Force special unit, Project BLUE BOOK, be discontinued. It did not mention CIA participation in the Condon committee's investigation. (79) A special panel established by the 
National Academy of Sciences reviewed the Condon report and concurred with its conclusion that "no high priority in UFO investigations is warranted by data of the past two decades." It concluded its review by declaring, "On 
the basis of present knowledge, the least likely explanation of UFOs is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitations by intelligent beings." Following the recommendations of the Condon Committee and the National Academy of 
Sciences, the Secretary of the Air Force, Robert C. Seamans, Jr., announced on 17 December 1969 the termination of BLUE BOOK. (80)

The 1970s and 1980s: The UFO Issue Refuses To Die
The Condon report did not satisfy many UFOlogists, who considered it a coverup for CIA activities in UFO research. Additional sightings in the early 1970s fueled beliefs that the CIA was somehow involved in a vast 
conspiracy. On 7 June 1975, William Spaulding, head of a small UFO group, Ground Saucer Watch (GSW), wrote to CIA requesting a copy of the Robertson panel report and all records relating to UFOs. (81) Spaulding was 
convinced that the Agency was withholding major files on UFOs. Agency officials provided Spaulding with a copy of the Robertson panel report and of the Durant report. (82)
On 14 July 1975, Spaulding again wrote the Agency questioning the authenticity of the reports he had received and alleging a CIA coverup of its UFO activities. Gene Wilson, CIA's Information and Privacy Coordinator, replied 
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On 14 July 1975, Spaulding again wrote the Agency questioning the authenticity of the reports he had received and alleging a CIA coverup of its UFO activities. Gene Wilson, CIA's Information and Privacy Coordinator, replied 
in an attempt to satisfy Spaulding, "At no time prior to the formation of the Robertson Panel and subsequent to the issuance of the panel's report has CIA engaged in the study of the UFO phenomena." The Robertson panel report, 
according to Wilson, was "the summation of Agency interest and involvement in UFOs." Wilson also inferred that there were no additional documents in CIA's possession that related to UFOs. Wilson was ill informed. (83)
In September 1977, Spaulding and GSW, unconvinced by Wilson's response, filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) lawsuit against the Agency that specifically requested all UFO documents in CIA's possession. Deluged 
by similar FOIA requests for Agency information on UFOs, CIA officials agreed, after much legal maneuvering, to conduct a "reasonable search" of CIA files for UFO materials. (84) Despite an Agency-wide unsympathetic 
attitude toward the suit, Agency officials, led by Launie Ziebell from the Office of General Counsel, conducted a thorough search for records pertaining to UFOs. Persistent, demanding, and even threatening at times, Ziebell and 
his group scoured the Agency. They even turned up an old UFO file under a secretary's desk. The search finally produced 355 documents totaling approximately 900 pages. On 14 December 1978, the Agency released all but 57 
documents of about 100 pages to GSW. It withheld these 57 documents on national security grounds and to protect sources and methods. (85)
Although the released documents produced no smoking gun and revealed only a low-level Agency interest in the UFO phenomena after the Robertson panel report of 1953, the press treated the release in a sensational 
manner. The New York Times, for example, claimed that the declassified documents confirmed intensive government concern over UFOs and that the Agency was secretly involved in the surveillance of UFOs. (86) GSW then 
sued for the release of the withheld documents, claiming that the Agency was still holding out key information. (87) It was much like the John F. Kennedy assassination issue. No matter how much material the Agency released 
and no matter how dull and prosaic the information, people continued to believe in a Agency coverup and conspiracy.
DCI Stansfield Turner was so upset when he read The New York Times article that he asked his senior officers, "Are we in UFOs?" After reviewing the records, Don Wortman, Deputy Director for Administration, reported to 
Turner that there was "no organized Agency effort to do research in connection with UFO phenomena nor has there been an organized effort to collect intelligence on UFOs since the 1950s." Wortman assured Turner that the 
Agency records held only "sporadic instances of correspondence dealing with the subject," including various kinds of reports of UFO sightings. There was no Agency program to collect actively information on UFOs, and the 
material released to GSW had few deletions. (88) Thus assured, Turner had the General Counsel press for a summary judgment against the new lawsuit by GSW. In May 1980, the courts dismissed the lawsuit, finding that the 
Agency had conducted a thorough and adequate search in good faith. (89)
During the late 1970s and 1980s, the Agency continued its low-key interest in UFOs and UFO sightings. While most scientists now dismissed flying saucers reports as a quaint part of the 1950s and 1960s, some in the Agency 
and in the Intelligence Community shifted their interest to studying parapsychology and psychic phenomena associated with UFO sightings. CIA officials also looked at the UFO problem to determine what UFO sightings might 
tell them about Soviet progress in rockets and missiles and reviewed its counterintelligence aspects. Agency analysts from the Life Science Division of OSI and OSWR officially devoted a small amount of their time to issues 
relating to UFOs. These included counterintelligence concerns that the Soviets and the KGB were using US citizens and UFO groups to obtain information on sensitive US weapons development programs (such as the Stealth 
aircraft), the vulnerability of the US air-defense network to penetration by foreign missiles mimicking UFOs, and evidence of Soviet advanced technology associated with UFO sightings.
CIA also maintained Intelligence Community coordination with other agencies regarding their work in parapsychology, psychic phenomena, and "remote viewing" experiments. In general, the Agency took a conservative 
scientific view of these unconventional scientific issues. There was no formal or official UFO project within the Agency in the 1980s, and Agency officials purposely kept files on UFOs to a minimum to avoid creating records 
that might mislead the public if released. (90)
The 1980s also produced renewed charges that the Agency was still withholding documents relating to the 1947 Roswell incident, in which a flying saucer supposedly crashed in New Mexico, and the surfacing of documents 
which purportedly revealed the existence of a top secret US research and development intelligence operation responsible only to the President on UFOs in the late 1940s and early 1950s. UFOlogists had long argued that, 
following a flying saucer crash in New Mexico in 1947, the government not only recovered debris from the crashed saucer but also four or five alien bodies. According to some UFOlogists, the government clamped tight security 
around the project and has refused to divulge its investigation results and research ever since. (91) In September 1994, the US Air Force released a new report on the Roswell incident that concluded that the debris found in New
Mexico in 1947 probably came from a once top secret balloon operation, Project MOGUL, designed to monitor the atmosphere for evidence of Soviet nuclear tests. (92)
Circa 1984, a series of documents surfaced which some UFOlogists said proved that President Truman created a top secret committee in 1947, Majestic-12, to secure the recovery of UFO wreckage from Roswell and any other 
UFO crash sight for scientific study and to examine any alien bodies recovered from such sites. Most if not all of these documents have proved to be fabrications. Yet the controversy persists. (93)
Like the JFK assassination conspiracy theories, the UFO issue probably will not go away soon, no matter what the Agency does or says. The belief that we are not alone in the universe is too emotionally appealing and the distrust 
of our government is too pervasive to make the issue amenable to traditional scientific studies of rational explanation and evidence.
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